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TSTA HONORS JOURNALISTS FOR EDUCATION COVERAGE
PLANO – The 65,000-member Texas State Teachers Association honored journalists from traditional and new media for outstanding coverage of public education at an awards luncheon today. 

Community understanding and support for public education have been significantly advanced by many Texas newspapers, radio stations, television stations and new media outlets through their interpretation of issues affecting public schools in our state. TSTA takes pride in sponsoring the annual TSTA School Bell Awards program in order to provide appropriate recognition of these outstanding contributions.

“I rarely say that anyone else does work as important as those who work with children every day, but I would make an exception for the people we are honoring this afternoon,” TSTA President Donna New Haschke said in presenting the School Bell Awards for 2007.

“Education is a difficult topic to cover. The issues are complex, multifaceted and often boring. And at every level of government, we are witnessing attempts to make information less accessible to the people. Public education is the most important responsibility the Texas Constitution assigns our state’s government,” Haschke continued.

TSTA awarded a School Bell to the staff of the San Antonio Express-News in a special category for Outstanding News Coverage, Editorials and Columns on Tax Rollback Elections. Last year, San Antonio ISD and four other districts in Bexar County voted on tax rate elections. 

“The Express-News devoted significant time, effort and resources to these votes. This helped stakeholders understand the complicated issues involved and what was at stake for the children in those districts. The San Antonio newspaper put together a great package of news stories, commentaries and editorials on this important issue,” Haschke said.

In new categories for new media, TSTA honored Joe Smith of TexasISD.com for Outstanding Education Web Site and Mike Falick, the blogging president of the Spring Branch ISD school board, for Outstanding Education Blog.

TSTA also honored the following winners in traditional categories for mainstream media:
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OUTSTANDING CONTINUOUS COVERAGE:

Adriana Arce, KGNS TV News, Laredo

Estela Casas, KVIA TV News, El Paso

Tricia Cortez, Laredo Morning Times

Peggy Fikac, Austin Bureau, San Antonio Express-News/Houston Chronicle

Kent Fischer, The Dallas Morning News

Tawnell Hobbs, The Dallas Morning News

Gary Scharrer, Austin Bureau, San Antonio Express-News/Houston Chronicle

Terrence Stutz, The Dallas Morning News

OUTSTANDING CONTINUING COLUMN:

Carlos Guerra, San Antonio Express-News

Clay Robison, Austin Bureau, Houston Chronicle/San Antonio Express-News

John Young, Waco Tribune-Herald

OUTSTANDING EDITORIAL:

Joe Hughes, Lubbock Avalanche Journal

OUTSTANDING EDUCATION COVERAGE:

Vanessa Salinas, Al Dia, Dallas

OUTSTANDING FEATURE STORY:

Kimberly Reeves, Austin Chronicle

Andrew Smith, The Dallas Morning News

Jason Trahan, The Dallas Morning News

OUTSTANDING SINGLE PROGRAM:

Peter Daut, KFOX TV News, El Paso

TSTA is holding its 129th annual meeting on Friday and Saturday at the Marriott Dallas/Plano in Legacy Town Center.
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