
TSTA: The governor, not the commissioner, is the problem for Texas 
schools 
 
Texas State Teachers Association President Rita Haecker issued the following statement 
today: 

“The Texas State Teachers Association is disappointed that Gov. Rick Perry - at a pivotal time 

for Texas public schools - didn’t choose an education professional as the next State 

Commissioner of Education. We hope that Michael Williams will at least listen to teachers, the 

real education experts, rather than promote the profiteers who would siphon tax dollars from 

the public schools for vouchers and other privatization schemes. But the real problem for Texas 

public schools is not the education commissioner. The real problem is Rick Perry. As long as he 

is governor, Perry will continue to try to shove public education in Texas back into the 

nineteenth century. 
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