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S  POT  LIGHT ON S  A  F  E S  CHOOL REOPENING
Politics should not be the driver in reopening public schools and campuses this fall. For students to safely return to school 
buildings and campuses, families, educators, and communities need to have the opportunity to be heard. No student or 
educator should be expected to show up in learning environments that do not align with the advice of health and safety 
experts, and they should have reliable access to personal protective equipment (PPE) and the ability to frequently 
sanitize their surroundings. 

But even with full access to PPE when the time is right to reopen public schools and campuses, the country will miss the 
mark without a national commitment to reverse long-standing racial inequities, which have become intensified by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Families, educators, and communities are looking for leadership—the kind that places people before 
party; prioritizes the public schools  the majority of students attend as well as the institutions of higher education that 
graduate the majority of students of color in the country; and recognizes the urgency in addressing the marginalization 
that affects Native American students, Black and Brown students, students with disabilities, and those from rural areas.

Here’s  what Democratic  candidate 
Joe B iden has to say  . . .

“Americans deserve a president who will ensure that 
reopening is as effective and safe as possible.” In 
Biden's Plan for an Effective Reopening That Jumpstarts 
the Economy, he assures that his administration “would 
mobilize the federal government, in cooperation with 
educators, child care providers, unions, communities, 
and families.” 

To safely reopen schools, he recommends that federal 
resources are made available, especially for Title I 
schools, that “support personal protective equipment 
and enhanced sanitation efforts; alterations to 
classrooms, schedules, class sizes, and transportation  
so students can physically distance; upgraded 
technology and broadband for new forms of 
instruction; support for social-emotional learning;  
and training for educators, parents, and students as 
they adapt to new circumstances.” 

According to Biden, providing schools adequate 
financial relief is critical for the economy, and warns 
that the country “would be in ‘deeper trouble’ if the 
United States does not spend more.” He finds that 
President Donald Trump is irresponsibly claiming 
“mission accomplished” on the economy and  
pandemic response as communities struggle and  
that the president “has done effectively nothing to  
help schools or child care providers reopen, perhaps 
the single most important step to get parents back  
to work.”

Here’s  what Republican candidate  
Pres ident Donald Trump has to say  . . . 

Reopening schools signals that the economy has 
recovered. President Trump states, “I don’t consider 
our country coming back if the schools are closed.” In 
calling for schools to reopen, he ignores his own White 
House guidelines and Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommendations that suggest schools remain 
closed until states can show “declines in flu-like illnesses 
and documented COVID-19 cases . . . [and are] ready to 
protect children and staff who are at higher risk of severe 
illness and [are able to] screen everyone for symptoms 
and a history of exposure to the disease.” 

President Trump insists, “We’re opening our country. 
People want it open. The schools are going to be open.” 
While briefly acknowledging the importance of safety 
for students returning to class, he also believes that the 
COVID-19 pandemic is the opportune moment to urge 
Congress to support a $5 billion school tax credit that 
would transfer public funds to private schools. He states 
that this is the “civil rights issue of our time” and that 
these tax credits—or private school vouchers—will help 
rescue “African Americans . . . that get trapped in bad 
government schools.” Recognizing the opposition of 
unions to his voucher proposal, the president observes 
“they’re not against it for the right reasons. They’re 
against it for a lot of the wrong reasons. And we’re  
going to get that straightened out.”

Donna M. Harris-Aikens, Senior Director
Alexis Holmes, Campaign Policy Manager

JUNE 2020

https://educatingthroughcrisis.org/meeting-students-and-families-needs/guidance-for-reopening-schools-covid/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/05/30/865413079/what-do-coronavirus-racial-disparities-look-like-state-by-state
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/05/30/865413079/what-do-coronavirus-racial-disparities-look-like-state-by-state
https://joebiden.com/reopening/
https://joebiden.com/reopening/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/06/11/coronavirus-how-joe-biden-would-reopen-the-us-economy.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/06/11/coronavirus-how-joe-biden-would-reopen-the-us-economy.html
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-06-05/trump-claims-victory-although-crises-continue
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-06-05/trump-claims-victory-although-crises-continue
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/05/15/schools-reopen-trump-devos-split-260569
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/05/15/schools-reopen-trump-devos-split-260569
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000172-18af-d930-a77f-bbbfc4ba0000
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000172-18af-d930-a77f-bbbfc4ba0000
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/13/politics/donald-trump-anthony-fauci-schools-reopening/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2020/06/12/there-trump-goes-again-bashing-bad-government-schools/

