Dear #TeamTSTA,
Welcome to our first ever Texas State Teachers Association Education Support Professionals (ESP) Virtual
Statewide Conference!
This year’s conference theme, ESP Greatness- Building Moral Values During COVID-19, celebrates our
accomplishments and calls us to action as we continue the fight for safe schools for our students and
employees. This conference is an important opportunity for you to prepare yourself to provide leadership in
your districts, local unions, and TSTA/NEA. ESP Greatness is found at every campus and worksite in our
public schools and in every local affiliate of our union. The ongoing pandemic has created unbearable
suffering for students and colleagues and this situation has been made even more challenging because of many
of the policies enacted by the state and local districts. Those polices have put the safety of our students,
colleagues, and communities at risk. Our mission to “provide a quality public school for every child” has
never been more challenging or more critical.
Our mission rests on our moral values as a union. We value the humanity of our students and colleagues; that
is why we organize campaigns for racial and social justice, equity, due process, living wages, affordable health
care, and rESPct. We also value the power of the collective to make things better for all. Together, we’ve
accomplished vital things to keep our students, colleagues, and communities safe throughout the past year. We
did this by tirelessly caring for our students, organizing around safety issues, and getting involved in elections.
TSTA members voted in record numbers for pro-public education candidates. We elected a new
administration in Washington including a new President, and we have a new Secretary of Education! We are
educators, and we serve as activists and advocates in order to create a better learning environment for our
students and a better working environment for our colleagues. This is our greatness. This is our union.
Thank you for being here for this conference. We are physically distanced but we are staying connected building moral values during COVID-19. We are honored to stand with you and thank you for your active
participation in our union. Take care and stay safe.
In solidarity,

Ovidia Molina, TSTA/NEA President
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9:00- 9:30am: Welcome/Ice Breaker
9:30- 10:00am: TSTA Officer Greetings

10:15- Noon: Employment 101: Know Your Rights!

1:00- 2:00 pm: Winning Local
School Board Elections

2:15- 3:15pm: Self-Care During COVID-19
3:15- 3:30pm: Closing/Evaluation
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AMANDA MOORE
Amanda Moore is the General Counsel and Director
of the Organizing Center for Legal Services and
Member Advocacy at TSTA. She has represented
TSTA members since 2008. Ms. Moore has
represented public school employees at school
district board hearings, in nonrenewal and
termination hearings, and in appeals before the
Texas Commissioner of Education. For over
fourteen years, Ms. Moore has advised public school
employees on issues involving grievances,
workplace concerns, and adverse employment
actions. In January 2020, Ms. Moore argued before
the Texas Supreme Court in a case involving the
interpretation of a statute that governs the
termination of the continuing contracts of teachers in
Texas. Amanda received her law degree from the
University of Texas School of Law where she was a
member of the Thurgood Marshall Legal Society.
Amanda graduated summa cum laude from the
University of Mary Hardin-Baylor with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in English and Spanish.
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PATY MARQUEZ
Paty Marquez is the interim OCALD Director for
TSTA. For the last decade, she passionately served
in multiple capacities including Organizational
Specialist, ESP Statewide Coordinator & Help Center
Advocate. From an early age, Mrs. Marquez believed
in advocating for equality and empowering members
to take control of their association by challenging
status quo & changing policies/procedures.
She also served as a Union President for the
NEA-TorC in New Mexico by working directly with the
districts to make a difference in public education. As
a grass-root organizer Paty understands the
importance of organizing campaigns around issues
that impact teachers and ESPs.
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