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TSTA: Abbott’s ban on masks in schools premature
Texas State Teachers Association President Ovidia Molina released the following statement:

The Texas State Teachers Association believes Gov. Greg Abbott’s order ending all masking requirements in
Texas public schools, effective June 4, is premature. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has
recommended that schools require masks and social distancing for the remainder of the school year because
many students have not been vaccinated and will not complete their two-dose regimen of Pfizer vaccines until
well into the summer. And many of these children will be attending in-person summer school.

FDA approval for vaccinating children aged 12-15 was issued only last week, and there has been no approval
for vaccinating children younger than 12.

The governor should have waited until the CDC issues new mask guidelines for the 2021-22 school year before
acting on masking requirements in public schools. We know some school districts already have ended their
mask mandates, and we believe that also is ill-advised. The health and safety of our students, educators and
communities must remain our first priority as we attempt to emerge from this pandemic.



