o= ISTANEWS

TEXAS STATE TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 8716 N. Mopac Expressway, Austin, TX 78759 » 877-ASK-TSTA » www.tsta.org * Fax 512-486-7049

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 27, 2021

Contact: Clay Robison

ClayR@tsta.org
cell: 512.535.8994

TSTA calls on Gov. Abbott to allow school districts to require masks when students go back to school
Texas State Teachers Association President Ovidia Molina issued the following statement:

The Texas State Teachers Association calls on Gov. Greg Abbott to withdraw his prohibition on mask mandates and allow
individual school districts to require mask use in their facilities if local officials believe masks will help protect the health
of their communities as schools reopen for the fall semester.

Educators are eager to return to the classroom, but the pandemic is still dangerous. With COVID-19 cases increasing
again and many people still unvaccinated, the American Academy of Pediatrics has recommended that everyone older
than 2 wear a mask when they go back to school. Children younger than 12 have not yet been approved for the COVID
vaccine.

If Gov. Abbott really cares about the health and safety of Texas students, educators and their communities, he will give
local school officials and health experts the option of requiring masks in their schools.



