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HB 1  Bonnen, Greg(R)
Huffman, Joan(R)

General Appropriations Bill.

General Remarks: Appropriations bill for the next biennium. Public Education Unlike CSHB 1, the
CCR for HB 1 does not include funding to increase the basic allotment. CSHB
1 included funds to increase the basic allotment by $50 from $6,160 to $6,210.
The School Safety Allotment remains the same at $9.72 per student in average
daily attendance, estimated to be $100 million over the biennium. CCRHB 1
includes $5.35 billion in additional funding, contingent on the passage of
related legislation: ● $4 billion for formula funding increases and teacher pay
raises; ● $300 million for increases funding for school safety measures; ● $500
million for curriculum; ● $49.4 million for virtual education; and ● $500 million
for school choice, including $2.7 million, contingent on the enactment of
legislation relating to “parental rights and the establishment of an education
savings account”; Teacher Retirement System (TRS) CCRHB 1 includes $7.8
billion for the ERS. ● New: $5 billion for a supplemental 13th check ($1.6
billion) and cost-of-living adjustment ($3.4 billion) for retired teachers,
contingent on the enactment of SB 10 or similar legislation. SB 10 includes a
$7,500 one-time payment for ages 75 and up and $2,400 for those aged 70-
74. The COLA would be 6%, 4%, or 2%, dependent on the retirement date. ●
Provides $588.5 million to the Teacher Retirement System (TRS) to maintain
health insurance premium increases below 10 percent each year for TRS-
ActiveCare participants. 3/6 Higher Education CCRHB 1 includes $9.9 billion,
which is a $1.1 billion increase to the current biennium, to fund the formulas at
Texas higher education institutions. It also includes $1 billion for the
establishment of the Permanent Instruction in Manufacturing and Technical
Workforce Operations Funds, contingent upon the enactment of legislation.
CCRHB 1 includes $2.5 billion for the Texas Higher Education Coordinating
Board (THECB). Notable changes and additions include: ● $46.8 million is
provided for the Professional Nursing Shortage Reduction Program. ● Over
$45 million over the biennium is provided for College Readiness and Success
programs which are intended to assist Texans to prepare for, enter, and/or
reenter higher education. These include programs that provide a one-stop
advising tool for all students, increase advising at Texas high schools with low
college-going rates, improve the effectiveness and delivery of developmental
education, and identify and assist adults with some college but no degree to
complete a postsecondary credential. ● $20 million over the biennium for
initiatives that will increase access to and success in postsecondary education
for underrepresented student populations and to enhance the value of
postsecondary education to meet current and emerging workforce needs. ● $3
million in GR to award grants for the creation of new graduate medical
education positions in rural and non-metropolitan areas. ● $34 million in GR
and GR-D funding for Sam Houston State University College of Osteopathic
Medicine which is intended to support instruction, operation, research
enhancement, and educational space. This is contingent upon the enactment
of legislation that would modify the Texas Education Code to allow the Sam
Houston State University College of Osteopathic Medicine to become eligible
for state appropriated formula funding. Property Tax Relief Currently, CCRHB 1
provides $17.6 billion in property tax relief (no change from CSHB 1). Of that,
approximately $5.2 billion is statutorily mandated by 86(R) HB 3. On top of this,
CCRHB 1 includes an additional $12 billion to property tax relief, contingent on
the enactment of SB 3 or similar legislation, and enactment of SJR 3 and
subsequent voter approval of the constitutional amendment. The latest version
of SB 3 reduces the appraisal cap from 10% to 5% and expands it to all real
property, increases the homestead exemption from $40,000 to $100,000, and
expedites rate compression by an additional $0.15 cents. SB 3 is expected to
be resolved in a conference committee.

Last Action: 6-18-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 3  Burrows, Dustin(R)
Nichols, Robert(R)

Relating to the development and implementation of, and funding for
public school safety and security requirements.

General Remarks: Provides schools in Texas with a new standard of emergency preparedness
and response while also providing state funding is provided to school districts
through the school safety allotment to ensure that schools are able to be
defended and new emergency operation standards can be implemented. The
bill also provides for routine school safety audits to ensure that the updated
standards are being followed and schools are better prepared for any future
emergency events. Finally, the bill requires districts to provide an armed
security guard on every campus with only limited exception.

Regional education service centers (ESC) will serve as resources for school
districts and charters for safety and security. ESCs, directly or in collaboration
with the Texas School Safety Center (TxSSC) and local law enforcement
agencies, will assist schools with certain safety plans and requirements.
Provides an allotment to each school that equals the amount spent by
employees on travel and training.

TEA is to establish an office of school safety and security within the agency to
coordinate the agency's monitoring of school district safety and security
requirements, including multi-hazard emergency operations plans (EOPs) and
safety and security audits (SSAs). TEA will review school district records as
necessary to ensure compliance, and ensure collected information is kept
confidential.

The bill requires twice annual meetings of school officials and law enforcement
in certain counties coordinated by the sheriff. The sheriffs would be required to
submit related reports to the TxSSC, and TxSSC would maintain the reports
and make them publicly available on its website.

The bill amends the School Safety Allotment under the Foundation School
Program (FSP). Under the provisions of the bill, a school district would be
entitled to $15,000 per campus and $10 per student in average daily
attendance plus $1 per student in average daily attendance for every $50 basic
allotment increase.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 63  Swanson, Valoree(R)
Sparks, Kevin (F)(R)

Relating to reports of child abuse or neglect and certain preliminary
investigations of those reports.

General Remarks: Expands the law on reporting child abuse to include facts that caused the
individual to believe the child has been abused or neglected and the source of
the information, the individual's name and telephone number, home address or
business address and profession if individual is a professional. This will allow
licensed and certified educators to use their work address when making these
required reports of child abuse. The identity of the individual making the report
will only be disclosed to an employee directly involved in the investigation,
case or other process involving the child, their supervisor, or if the employee
has another legitimate professional interest in the case.

If an individual makes an anonymous report to a local or state law enforcement
agency and the agency refers the report to the department, the department
shall conduct a preliminary investigation to determine whether there is any
evidence to corroborate the report.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 108  Cortez, Philip(D)
Menendez, Jose(D)

Relating to privileged parking and the issuance of specialty license plates
for certain classroom teachers and retired classroom teachers.

General Remarks: Currently, there are no specialty license plates available to public educators in
the state of Texas. This bill allows classroom teachers to be issued specialty
license plates only if they have taught public school students for at least 15
years. The license plates must include the word "Texas Teacher," as well as a
logo designed by the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles (TxDMV) in
consultation with the Texas Education Agency (TEA). The fee for issuance of
the license plates is $10. A person issued specialty license plates under this
section shall be issued one set of the license plates without payment of the
registration fee.

Also allows retired classroom teachers to be issued specialty license plates
only if they taught public school students for at least 20 years, and the license
plates must include the word "Retired Texas Teacher," as well as a logo
designed by TxDMV in consultation with TEA. The fee for issuance of the
license plates is $5. A person issued specialty license plates under this section
shall be issued one set of the license plates without payment of the registration
fee.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 114  Thompson, Ed(R)
Parker, Tan (F)(R)

Relating to the possession of e-cigarettes on public school property or at
certain school events.

General Remarks: Education Code requires students to be removed from class and placed in a
disciplinary alternative education program for possessing, using, or being
under the influence of marihuana within 300 feet of school property or while
attending a school activity. This bill amends Section 37.006 to make optional
the removal of a student from class and placement within a disciplinary
alternative education program for a student who possessed, used, or was
under the influence of marihuana on or within 300 feet of school property or
while attending a school activity.

A student would be required to complete a drug and alcohol awareness
program approved by the Texas Education Agency (TEA) within 30 days after
the conduct occurred. The program could be offered in-person or online. TEA
must approve one or more drug or alcohol awareness programs by October 1,
2023.

The bill allows school administrators, school resource officers, or school district
peace officers who observed the use, possession, or delivery of an e-cigarette
by a student on school property or at a school activity to confiscate and
dispose of the e-cigarette and notify the appropriate local law enforcement
agency of the student’s conduct constituting an offense of: • possession of a
burning tobacco product, smoking tobacco, or operating an e-cigarette in a
facility of a public primary or secondary school, which would be punishable as
a class C misdemeanor (maximum fine of $500); or • possession, purchase,
consumption, or receipt of cigarettes, e- cigarettes, or tobacco products by
minors, which would be punishable as a fine not to exceed $100.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 473  Hull, Lacey(R)
Sparks, Kevin (F)(R)

Relating to parental rights regarding a threat assessment of a student
conducted by a public school's threat assessment and safe and
supportive school team.

General Remarks: Requires parental notice prior to conducting threat assessment on student,
must allow parent to participate in the assessment either in person or remote,
and submit information to the team regarding student. The Team must share
any findings and conclusions to the parent.

Last Action: 6-13-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 567  Bowers, Rhetta(D)
Miles, Borris(D)

Relating to discrimination on the basis of hair texture or protective
hairstyle associated with race.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to prohibit a public school district or public
institution of higher education from adopting a student dress or grooming
policy, including a policy for an extracurricular activity, that discriminates
against a hair texture or protective hairstyle commonly or historically
associated with race.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 621  Shaheen, Matt(R)
Hughes, Bryan(R)

Relating to creating a temporary educator certification for certain military
service members.

General Remarks: Creates a temporary certificate for first responders and military service
members who hold an associate degree from an accredited institution of higher
education, 48 months of active duty military service or service as a first
responder; or a bachelor's degree. The temporary certificate issues must not
be valid for more than three years, limited to a one-time issuance, and not
subject to renewal. A person issued a temporary certificate may be issued a
standard certificate upon completion of eligibility requirements for the
certification. A school district shall require a new employee with a temporary
certificate to obtain at least 20 hours of classroom management training,
unless there is documented experience as an instructor or trainer during the
required 48 hours of active duty military service or service as a first responder;
and must obtain at least 20 hours of classroom management training, unless
they have documented experience as an instructor or trainer while on active
duty or as a first responder.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 699  Frank, James(R)
Paxton, Angela(R)

Relating to determining the student enrollment of a public school that
allows non-enrolled students to participate in University Interscholastic
League activities.

Last Action: 6-10-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 900  Patterson, Jared(R)
Paxton, Angela(R)

Relating to the regulation of books sold to or included in public school
libraries.

General Remarks: This bill is referred to as the Book Burning Act. Following Governor Greg
Abbott's letter to the Texas Association of School Boards directing the Texas
Education Agency (TEA) to investigate obscene content in public schools,
Representative Patterson requested all independent school districts, on
November 16, 2021, to report if their libraries possessed the book Gender
Queer. Thus the attack on school libraries ensued and this bill seeks to censor
library material, micromanage library standards in a subjective way, and give
parental control regarding library material by providing for the rating of library
material that is allegedly sexually relevant or sexually explicit and for a list of
such materials to be submitted to TEA and posted to the TEA website. The bill
also requires parental consent before a child is allowed to access material
rated as sexually relevant and requires districts and schools to review and
report the content of certain materials in their library catalog every other year.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1002  Price, Four(R)
Perry, Charles(R)

Relating to the membership of a public school concussion oversight team
and the removal of a public school student from an interscholastic
athletic activity on the basis of a suspected concussion.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to allow a public school district or an
open-enrollment charter school to include a licensed chiropractor or licensed
physical therapist as a member of the district or charter school concussion
oversight team, provided that the person has had the appropriate training. A
public school student shall be removed from an interscholastic athletics
practice or competition immediately if a licensed physical therapist believes the
student might have sustained a concussion during the practice or the
competition.

Last Action: 6-10-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1212  Jetton, Jacey(R)
Kolkhorst, Lois(R)

Relating to verification of excused absences from public school for the
purpose of observing religious holy days.

General Remarks: Permits excused absence for religious reasons with parental note and a school
district cannot require a note or documentation from clergy member or other
religious leader.

Last Action: 6- 2-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1225  Metcalf, Will(R)
Zaffirini, Judith(D)

Relating to the administration of certain required assessment
instruments in paper format.

General Remarks: Allows for a parent, guardian, or teacher to request administration of an
assessment instrument under STAAR be in paper format. There are deadlines
to request as follows: September 15 for the fall assessments and December 1
for the spring assessments. The number of students allowed for a paper
administration may not exceed three percent of the number of students
enrolled in the district, and will be given on a first come first serve basis. This
limitation does to apply to a student whose ARD Committee determines a
paper assessment is necessary.

Last Action: 6- 2-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1263  Thompson, Senfronia(D)
Miles, Borris(D)

Relating to the ability of a local authority to designate school crossing
zones and school crosswalks at high school campuses located in certain
municipalities.

General Remarks: Prohibits a local authority from adopting or enforcing any ordinance or order
that would prohibit the designation of a school crossing zone at a high school
campus if in a municipality with a population of two million or more.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1297  Dutton, Harold(D)
Birdwell, Brian(R)

Relating to vision screenings for students in public or private school.

General Remarks: Allows for electronic eye chart as substitute for printed eye chart to assess
visual acuity for students attending public schools. Electronic eye chart means
any computerized or other electronic system, device, or method of displaying
on an electronic screen medically accepted and property sized optotypes,
which may be letters, numbers, or symbols, a health care practitioner or other
person uses to assess an individual's visual acuity. It does not include an
automated computer program that is a game.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1416  Bell, Keith(R)
Paxton, Angela(R)

Relating to accelerated instruction provided to public school students
who fail to achieve satisfactory performance on certain assessment
instruments.

General Remarks: Makes changes to the laws governing accelerated instruction and
supplemental instruction for students who do not perform satisfactorily on
certain assessments. TSTA made recommendations for required accelerated
education plans and tutoring hours to respect teacher time with compensation;
and accelerated education and tutoring should be based on student needs.

The bill strikes the requirement that school districts establish accelerated
learning committees for each student who does not perform satisfactorily on
reading or mathematics assessments in 3rd, 5th, or 8th grades. Instead,
students who fail to perform satisfactorily on either assessments that test
essential knowledge and skills, or on end of course assessments are to be
provided accelerated instruction in the applicable subject area during the
following summer or school year.

For districts that receive funds from the Strong Foundations Grant Program,
the Compensatory Education Allotment, the Coronavirus Response and Relief
Supplemental Appropriations Act or the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021,
the bill lowers the minimum number of hours of supplemental instruction that
must be provided from 30 to 15 hours, unless performance was at a significant
deficit as determined by commissioner. It also increases the allowable size of a
small group for supplemental instruction from 3 to 4, while maintaining that
students may receive instruction individually. District may not be required to
provide supplemental instruction in more than two subject areas.

Parents or guardians are given the option to opt out of or to reduce the
requirement for instruction by submitting a written request to the school district,
although school districts are strictly forbidden from encouraging or directing a
parent to do so.

Last Action: 6- 9-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1605  Buckley, Brad(R)
Creighton, Brandon(R)

Relating to instructional material and technology, the adoption and
revision of essential knowledge and skills of the public school foundation
curriculum, and creating allotments for procurement of instructional
materials.

General Remarks: HB 1605 IS A VENDOR BILL, NOT AN EDUCATION BILL HB 1605 Costs too
Much • Negatively impacts the state budget by nearly $1B — money that
should go to classrooms, not corporations • Adds to government bloat —
would require 74 new full-time positions at TEA HB 1605 is an Attack on
Teachers • Threatens a teacher’s right to design and differentiate lessons
according to the unique needs of students • Sold as a relief of teacher time, but
requiring a teacher to follow a script is an insult, not a support • Teachers
would be evaluated based on “fidelity to the curriculum,” meaning teachers
could be penalized on T-TESS for not following a script or not sticking to a
prescribed scope and sequence • Teachers who supplement instruction with
other materials would no longer be protected from disciplinary proceedings •
Would require educator preparation programs to train teachers on how to use
the commissioner-selected products instead of teaching proven lesson
planning strategies HB 1605 is an Attack on Schools • Coerces schools to use
online curriculum that is inflexible, tightly scripted and reported by teachers to
be bad for kids • Would authorize private service providers, selected by TEA,
to conduct reviews of district materials and teachers • Would require districts to
make teaching materials, lesson plans and tests available on a parent portal
30 days before the start of the school year, when districts are still hiring •
Would withhold funding from districts for purchase of non-digital materials that
do not use the commissioner- selected education technology HB 1605 Gives
the Commissioner Unprecedented Authority over Instructional Materials •
Allows the commissioner to extend no-bid contracts made during the pandemic
for educational technology products • Pushes materials that never went
through a public review and adoption process and names them among the
“high quality instructional materials” districts must adopt • Exempts the
commissioner’s preferred materials from public review • Exempts the
commissioner’s preferred materials from the section of government code that
obligates TEA to make purchasing decisions that are in the best interest of
taxpayers

Last Action: 6-13-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1707  Klick, Stephanie(R)
Hughes, Bryan(R)

Relating to the applicability of certain laws to open-enrollment charter
schools.

General Remarks: Bill limits the rights of parents and taxpayers. • does not ensure that charter
schools must provide the same protections and fair treatment that public
school districts provide to parents and taxpayers when building new
campuses. • In fact, this bill will limit the right of parents and taxpayers to voice
their opinion on decisions that affect their property rights and home values,
such as traffic control, setbacks from property lines, building heights, and
more. It applies equally to small towns and large urban areas.

Threatens neighborhoods and subdivisions by giving unelected charter board
members - who often do not even live in the community (or even in Texas) -
unprecedented power over where a charter school can locate a new campus
even in residential neighborhoods.

Permitting rules may differ, but it’s based on need, and apply to BOTH charters
and districts. Charter schools say they are treated differently from public school
districts. However, city permitting differs for both charter and public school
district campuses alike, depending on the specific need of each campus,
where it is located, the potential impact on the neighborhood, and safety of
students. For example, there may be a need to conduct a traffic control study
for a new district high school but not a new district elementary campus
because of differences in projected traffic flow between the two campuses.
While treated differently, the two campuses are not treated unfairly.

Last Action: 6-12-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1760  Hefner, Cole(R)
Hughes, Bryan(R)

Relating to the prosecution of the offense of possessing a weapon in
certain prohibited places associated with schools or postsecondary
educational institutions.

General Remarks: Clarifies current law it will only be an offense to carry a weapon on the
premises where an activity sponsored by a school or postsecondary institution
is being conducted only if the premises are owned and operated by the school
or institution.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1789  Buckley, Brad(R)
Flores, Pete(R)

Relating to the application of nepotism prohibitions to a person appointed
or employed by a school district as a bus driver.

General Remarks: Amends current law to exempt from the application of nepotism prohibitions
relating to certain publicly funded positions a public school district's
appointment or employment of a bus driver that is approved by the district's
board of trustees. The bill's provisions apply only to the appointment or
employment of a person by a district on or after the bill's effective date.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1883  Bhojani, Salman (F)(D)
Kolkhorst, Lois(R)

Relating to the administration of assessment instruments on religious
holy days.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to authorize the board of trustees of a public
school district or the governing body of an open-enrollment charter school to
consider the dates of religious holy days or periods of observance likely to be
observed by the students enrolled in the district or charter school during the
period set by the State Board of Education (SBOE) for the administration of
certain statewide standardized tests and end-of-course tests in establishing the
following: · the district's or charter school's calendar for that school year; and ·
the instructional days within that period on which district or charter school
students are administered the required tests, provided that the board of
trustees or governing body may not exclude more than two instructional days
from that period based solely on the occurrence of a single religious holy day
or period of observance.

The bill requires the board of trustees of a district or the governing body of a
charter school, in establishing that school calendar, to provide for alternative
dates for the administration of the applicable tests to a student who is absent
from school to observe a religious holy day or period of observance on the
date a test is administered. The bill authorizes the Texas Education Agency
(TEA) to adopt rules as necessary to ensure a student may be administered a
test on an alternative date as necessary to comply with the bill's provisions.
The bill applies beginning with the 2023-2024 school year.

Defines a "religious holy day or period of observance" as a holy day or a period
of holy days observed by a religion whose places of worship are exempt from
property taxation as a religious organization, including All Saints' Day,
Christmas Day, Diwali, Eid al-Adha, Eid al-Fitr, Good Friday, Immaculate
Conception, Passover, Rosh Hashanah, Vaisakhi, Vesak, and Yom Kippur.

Last Action: 6-18-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1905  Talarico, James(D)
West, Royce(D)

Relating to requiring school districts to make available certain school
safety training courses to employees of child-care facilities and certain
organizations providing out-of-school-time care.

General Remarks: As the state continues to focus on school safety, many Texas school districts
are requiring that their employees attend school safety training courses
approved by the Texas School Safety Center. These courses teach staff
protocol for active shooter training and school safety, among other things.
These trainings function to keep students and staff safe, but are often not
available to underfunded after school programs. This leaves many school
organizations vulnerable. HB 1905 seeks to address this by authorizing public
school districts to make approved school safety training courses available at
no cost to employees of private schools, childcare facilities, and other
organizations that provide school-aged child care. Districts may fund this using
money that is already available for the purposes of school safety. The bill
authorizes the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to solicit funding for this
purpose through grants, donations, and other means. Because mass shootings
do not just occur in public schools, it is important that training for crisis
situations is extended to other areas where children interact. HB 1905 will give
organizations outside of school campuses the resources needed to keep staff
and children safe.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1926  Hull, Lacey(R)
Paxton, Angela(R)

Relating to the expiration date of the supplemental special education
services program.

General Remarks: The Supplemental Special Education Services (SSES) program was
established by the Texas Education Agency during the COVID-19 school
closures and codified by the 87th Texas Legislature. The SSES program
provided a one-time grant to students in the special education program through
an online account that families can use to purchase special education
resources and supplies, such as additional speech therapy or other services to
meet the needs of their child. This bill will continue the SSES program and
removes the funding cap which allows for appropriations to determine how
much can be spent on these services.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 1959  Noble, Candy(R)
King, Phil (F)(R)

Relating to the transfer of certain public school students who are children
of peace officers.

General Remarks: Requires the board of trustees of a public school district or the board's
designee, on request of a peace officer who is a parent of or a person standing
in parental relation to a student, to transfer the student to another district
campus or to another district under an agreement prescribed by statutory
provisions governing the transfer of students between districts or counties. In
addition, the bill provides the following: · a transfer must be to the campus or
district, as applicable, selected by the peace officer making the request; and ·
a district is not required to provide transportation to a student who transfers to
another campus or district under the bill's provisions.

Last Action: 6- 2-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 2012  Oliverson, Tom(R)
Hughes, Bryan(R)

Relating to the display of the national motto in public school and
institution of higher education classrooms.

General Remarks: The national motto, “In God, We Trust,” was established in 1956 by Dwight D.
Eisenhower. During the 87th Legislature, SB 797 was passed, which required
that donated memorabilia with the national motto must be displayed in the
public area of the school where it was gifted. HB 2012 seeks to expand this
provision by allowing a teacher to display the national motto in their classroom.
Those in favor of HB 2012 believe that the displaying of the national motto
serves as a reminder of the values and principles that are foundational to this
country. Opponents contest that it may exclude those who do not ascribe to
“God” or any religious affiliation, and they question whether or not the display
of a poster showing affiliation to the Christian God is a violation of the First
Amendment’s separation of church and state. Opponents also pointed out the
hypocrisy in the way the display of a pride poster would be perceived, in
contrast to a poster with a clear religious affiliation. While opponents' concerns
are valid, Aronow v. United States of the United States Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit rules that the motto does not violate the First Amendment to the
Constitution. Further, HB 2012 does not require the display of the national
motto but simply doesn’t allow the prohibition from displaying it in the
classroom should the teachers desire.

Last Action: 6- 9-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 2102  Goldman, Craig(R)
Paxton, Angela(R)

Relating to the establishment of a new open-enrollment charter school
campus by certain charter holders and to the expansion of an open-
enrollment charter school.

General Remarks: This bill doubles the time existing charter schools have to open a new charter
campus from 18 months to 36 months through the amendment process. The
bill does not require charter schools to notify a school district over the entire 3-
year time period once they have selected a site for the new campus. School
districts only receive a notice when the amendment is initially filed. Without
notice of the address where a charter intends to locate, parents and taxpayers
are left in the dark, and school districts can’t plan ahead for the financial impact
of enrollment loss. And, with a three-year window to open a new charter
campus, low-performing charter schools could be allowed to expand.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 2127  Burrows, Dustin(R)
Creighton, Brandon(R)

Relating to state preemption of certain municipal and county regulation.

General Remarks: This is the preemption bill that prohibits cities and counties from adopting,
enforcing, or maintaining ordinances, orders, or rules regulating conduct in a
field of regulation that is occupied by a provision of the Labor Code and
Occupation Code among others. This bill frustrates local governments ability to
address issues at the local level.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 2209  Lozano, Jose(R)
Hinojosa, Chuy(D)

Relating to establishing the Rural Pathway Excellence Partnership (R-
PEP) program and creating an allotment and outcomes bonus under the
Foundation School Program to support the program.

General Remarks: Creates an incentive and support for multi-district, cross-sector, rural pathway
partnerships that expand opportunities for underserved students to access
high-quality, robust college and career pathways that lead to success in school
and life while growing the economic development of the region. The bill allows
rural districts interested in forming collaborative partnerships with institutions of
higher education and businesses to access financial incentives.

Only districts with less than 1,600 students are eligible for the program. Caps
the program at $5 million a year ($10 million a biennium) (see pages 8-9). Can
be a district-charter partnership. District would receive the bonus immediately
following the year in which the student achieved the outcome that qualifies the
district for the bonus. To form a partnership, the districts must be neighboring
districts within 100 miles. Allows for the operator to have an advisory
committee to include workforce development individuals on it.

Amends current law relating to establishing the Rural Pathway Excellence
Partnership (R-PEP) program and creating an allotment and outcomes bonus
under the Foundation School Program to support the program.

Last Action: 6- 2-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 2285  Noble, Candy(R)
Paxton, Angela(R)

Relating to the authority of certain independent school districts to
change the terms for members of the districts' board of trustees.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to authorize the board of trustees of an
independent school district with a central administrative office located in a
county with a population of more than 1 million but less than 1.25 million and in
which a municipality with a population of 4,500 or less is located to adopt a
resolution, not later than December 31, 2023, changing the length of the terms
of its trustees. The bill provides for the staggering of terms and for the
transition to the modified terms. The bill's provisions expire January 1, 2029.

Last Action: 6-12-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 2484  Guillen, Ryan(R)
Lamantia, Morgan (F)(D)

Relating to the safety of a referee, judge, or other official at a public
school extracurricular activity and prohibiting certain conduct by a
spectator related to those officials' safety.

General Remarks: Allows for sanctions of parents or others disruptive at UIL competitions and
provide security requirements.

Last Action: 6-13-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 2729  Harris, Cody(R)
Creighton, Brandon(R)

Relating to staff member requirements for high quality prekindergarten
programs.

General Remarks: HB 2729 would allow an 18-year-old with minimal training to teach
prekindergarten As reported out of committee, teachers in prekindergarten
partnerships would no longer have to be certified or hold a bachelor’s degree.
At minimum, they would need to be 18-years-old with minimal training to serve
as a prekindergarten teachers in a partnership classroom. This is not good for
children, teachers, or child care programs. Lowering prekindergarten teacher
qualifications may: • Create less interest from school districts to enter
prekindergarten partnerships and/or result in less funding to partnership sites
from school districts • Provide at-risk children, including those who are from
very low-income households, been in foster care, or been homeless, with less
qualified teachers • Deepen pay disparities between teachers in child care
programs and public schools • Lower quality ratings of Texas’ prekindergarten
program by the National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER) HB
2729 would reverse the years of work that Gov. Abbott and the Legislature
have done to increase the quality of Pre-K in Texas • During his first term,
Governor Greg Abbott named early childhood education as his first emergency
priority for the legislature to address during the 84th Legislative Session which
resulted in HB4 by Rep. Huberty. • HB4 introduced the high-quality
prekindergarten requirements which strengthened the qualifications educators
were required to possess in order to teach prekindergarten. These high-quality
requirements were further affirmed during the 86th Legislative Session with the
passage of HB3. • To address the teacher shortage in Texas, Governor Abbott
established the Teacher Vacancy Task Force. The final report from the Task
Force states, “...the highest-leverage opportunities to reduce teacher
vacancies include increasing compensation, providing quality training and
support, and improving working conditions for teachers.”1 The task force
recognizes the challenging job of teaching and outlines comprehensive
recommendations, none of which come close to suggesting that reducing
qualifications will support the pipeline of teachers.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 2892  Buckley, Brad(R)
Middleton, Mayes (F)(R)

Relating to the transfer of certain public school students who are children
of certain military servicemembers.

General Remarks: Requires the board of trustees of a public school district or the board's
designee, on request of a servicemember who is a parent of or person
standing in parental relation to a student, to transfer the student to another
district campus or to another eligible district. The transfer must be to the
campus or district selected by the servicemember. A district is not required to
provide transportation to a student who transfers to another campus or district.
The bill defines "servicemember" as an active duty member of the U.S. armed
forces, a reserve component of the U.S. armed forces, or the Texas National
Guard.

Last Action: 6-11-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 2929  Lozano, Jose(R)
West, Royce(D)

Relating to continuing education and training requirements for classroom
teachers and public school counselors.

General Remarks: Allows for more flexibility in what will be required and counted for continuing
education. removes the minimum 25% of CPE language and replaces with
cannot be required to satisfy more than 25% with certain topics.

Last Action: 6-10-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 3623  Hefner, Cole(R)
Middleton, Mayes (F)(R)

Relating to a memorandum of understanding between public schools
authorizing a school marshal of one school to act as a school marshal at
the other school during an event at which both schools participate.

General Remarks: Public schools districts, open-enrollment charter schools, and private schools
are seeking opportunities to cooperate on school security during cross-district
events, such as football games and UIL meets. While, under Texas law, school
guardians are able to serve outside their home district with written permission
from the district they are visiting, no such authorization exists for school
marshals.This bill will provide for the authority of a public school district, open-
enrollment charter school, or private school to enter into a memorandum of
understanding regarding a school marshal of one district or school acting as a
school marshal at the other district or school during an applicable event.

Last Action: 6-12-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 3708  Buckley, Brad(R)
Paxton, Angela(R)

Relating to creating an allotment under the Foundation School Program
for school districts that allow non-enrolled students to participate in
University Interscholastic League activities.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to entitle a public school district, for each home-
schooled student who participates in a University Interscholastic League
activity for a school in a district that allows participation of those students, to an
annual allotment under the foundation school program of $1,500 per UIL
activity in which the student participates.

Last Action: 6-17-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 3803  Cunningham, Charles (F)
(R)
Paxton, Angela(R)

Relating to allowing parents and guardians to elect for a student to
repeat or retake a course or grade.

General Remarks: The nature of the school curriculum to build on itself often means that success
in later grades is contingent on the mastery of subjects from the years prior.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic learning loss, kids are struggling more than
ever to comprehend the foundational concepts of education that carry them
successfully through their secondary education. The 87th Legislature passed
SB 1697, which gave parents the authority to have their child repeat a high
school course or an entire grade level; this legislation expired in 2022 for
students in 4th through 8th grade. HB 3803 seeks to continue to give parents
the authority to choose whether their student shall repeat a grade by extending
the policy to include 4th through 8th graders. HB 3803 strikes out current
language regarding the parental election for a student to repeat a grade as it
relates to grades 1st through 3rd and expands it to grades 1st through 8th.
Additionally, a parent may determine that courses taken during the previous
year for high school credit be repeated. A parent or guardian may not choose
for their child to repeat a course if the child has already met all the
requirements for graduation.

Last Action: 6-13-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 3908  Wilson, Terry(R)
Creighton, Brandon(R)

Relating to fentanyl prevention and drug poisoning awareness education
for public school students in grades 6 through 12.

General Remarks: Bill is intended to bring attention to fentanyl abuse prevention and drug
poisoning awareness. This bill, Tucker's Law, requires annual research-based
instruction related to fentanyl abuse prevention and drug poisoning awareness
to be provided in public schools in grades 6 through 12 to bring awareness to
the dangers of fentanyl abuse and poisoning. The bill also requires the
designation of an awareness week in public schools.

Last Action: 6-17-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 3928  Toth, Steve(R)
Parker, Tan (F)(R)

Relating to a student's eligibility for special education services provided
by a school district, including services for dyslexia and related disorders.

General Remarks: Requires school districts in Texas to screen students for dyslexia and related
disorders, following federal and state requirements including The Dyslexia
Handbook. Furthermore, specifies that the multidisciplinary evaluation team
determining eligibility for special education and related services must include at
least one member with specific knowledge of dyslexia and related disorders.
Additionally, school districts must inform parents of students receiving direct
dyslexia instruction of their progress. The committee substitute also requires
school districts to provide information to parents about the process to request a
full individual and initial evaluation of a student for special education services,
and how their rights may differ between a 504 Plan and an IEP.

Last Action: 6-10-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 3991  Isaac, Carrie (F)(R)
Alvarado, Carol(D)

Relating to Texas Fruit and Vegetable Day in public schools.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to designate the first Friday in April as Texas Fruit
and Vegetable Day in public schools to promote awareness of the health
benefits of fruits and vegetables and to encourage students to consume more
fruits and vegetables during Texas Fruit and Vegetable Month. The bill requires
Texas Fruit and Vegetable Day to include appropriate instruction, as
determined by each public school district, and authorizes the Texas Education
Agency to collaborate with other state agencies to promote Texas Fruit and
Vegetable Day. The bill applies beginning with the 2023-2024 school year.

Last Action: 6-12-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 4210  Lujan, John(R)
Campbell, Donna(R)

Relating to the appointment and terms of members of a board of
trustees of a military reservation school district.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code relating to the governance of a military
reservation school district as follows: · authorizes a person who retires from
active duty or civilian service while serving a term as a member of the district
board of trustees to continue to serve for the remainder of that person's term; ·
changes the officer who is required to furnish to the district board the list of
persons qualified to serve as members of the board from the commanding
officer of the military reservation to the officer who is assigned to serve
physically on the installation or military reservation on which the district is
located and who provides leadership for the functional support of and
contingency or emergency coordination for the district; and · changes from two
years to three years the term length of trustees. The bill requires the State
Board of Education, as the terms of members expire, to appoint or reappoint
members to serve three-year terms in accordance with the bill's provisions.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 4363  Kuempel, John(R)
Hinojosa, Chuy(D)

Relating to the establishment of a scholarship program for aspiring
classroom teachers.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to create the Future Texas Teachers Scholarship
Program to recruit, prepare, and retain a talented and diverse workforce of
career teachers to be leaders in their field and to provide assistance for tuition,
mandatory fees, and other usual and customary costs of attendance at a
general academic teaching institution or a private or independent institution of
higher education that operates an eligible educator preparation program. The
bill requires an educator preparation program to meet the eligibility criteria
established by the bill to participate in the scholarship program. That eligibility
criteria requires an educator preparation program to, as follows: · be operated
by an eligible institution; · provide a structured system of support to assist
scholarship recipients to successfully complete the educator preparation
program; · require additional hours of field-based experience for students
above the minimum hours required by State Board for Educator Certification
(SBEC) rule; · require additional hours of clinical teaching experience for
students above the minimum hours required by SBEC rule; · provide or
facilitate opportunities for scholarship recipients to participate in learning
opportunities beyond the university classroom setting; and · comply with other
eligibility criteria established by Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
(THECB) rule.

It also requires a person to meet the eligibility criteria established by the bill for
the initial eligibility for a scholarship. That eligibility criteria requires a person to,
as follows: · be a Texas resident; · either be enrolled full-time, as defined by
the bill, in an eligible institution or have applied for admission to an eligible
institution and enroll full-time in that institution in the academic year
immediately following the person's application; · once enrolled full-time in an
eligible institution, be working toward a baccalaureate or master's degree and
on track to be admitted to an eligible educator preparation program, as verified
by the applicable eligible institution; · demonstrate a commitment to pursuing a
career as a public school classroom teacher in Texas in a teaching field
identified by the commissioner of education as experiencing a critical shortage
of teachers or in a school in which a majority of students enrolled are
educationally disadvantaged; and · comply with applicable financial aid
application requirements and with any other academic or nonacademic
requirements adopted by the THECB. The bill requires a person to meet the
criteria established by the bill to continue to receive a scholarship under the
program during each semester or term in which the person is enrolled at an
eligible institut ion. That criteria for continued eligibility requires the person to
do the following: · demonstrate a continued commitment to pursuing a career
as a classroom teacher in a specified teaching field or public school; · remain
enrolled full-time in an eligible institution; · remain enrolled in or be on track to
be admitted to an eligible educator preparation program, as verified by the
applicable institution; · make satisfactory academic progress toward
completion of an applicable degree, as specified by the bill, and approval to
take a teacher certification exam, as verified by the eligible institution; and ·
comply with any other academic or nonacademic requirements adopted by the
THECB. The bill excludes a person from initial and continuing eligibility to
receive a scholarship under the program if the person has been convicted of
certain felonies or misdemeanor offenses relating to the duties and
responsibilities of the education profession. The bill establishes that a person's
eligibility for a scholarship ends on the earlier of the fourth anniversary of the
initial award of a scholarship to the person and the person's enrollment in an
eligible institution or the person's completion of an applicable baccalaureate or
master's degree program.

It prohibits a person who fails to meet the continuing eligibility requirements
after the completion of any semester or term from receiving a program
scholarship during the next semester or term in which the person enrolls. The
bill authorizes a person to restore the person's eligibility to receive a
scholarship in a subsequent semester or term if the person completes a
semester or term during which the person is not eligible for a scholarship and
meets all the applicable continuing eligibility requirements. A person continues
to be eligible to receive a scholarship if the person enrolls in or transfers to an
eligible educator preparation program at another eligible institution. The bill
requires the THECB to adopt rules to allow a person, in the event of a hardship
or for other good cause shown, who is otherwise eligible to receive a program
scholarship to receive a scholarship while enrolled in fewer semester credit
hours than required or if the person's grade point average falls below the
satisfactory academic progress requirements.

Amount of a scholarship as follows: · $12,000, for the 2023-2024 academic
year, in provisions set to expire September 1, 2024; and · beginning with the
2024-2025 academic year, equal to the amount of the scholarship for the
preceding academic year, adjusted for inflation using the college tuition and
fees index component of the consumer price index produced by the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics. The bill prohibits a scholarship amount from being
reduced by any other scholarship, grant, or financial aid received by the
scholarship recipient. The bill requires the THECB, not later than January 31 of
each year, to publish the amounts of each scholarship established by the
THECB for the academic year beginning the next fall semester. The bill caps
the total amount of scholarships awarded at the amount available for the
program from appropriations, gifts, grants, or other funds.

Allows a scholarship recipient to use the money to pay any usual and
customary costs of attendance at an eligible institution incurred by the student
and authorizes the institution to disburse all or part of the proceeds of a
scholarship to an eligible student only if the tuition and required fees incurred
by the person at the institution have been paid.

Requires the THECB to adopt any rules necessary.

Last Action: 6-13-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 4375  VanDeaver, Gary(R)
Perry, Charles(R)

Relating to instruction in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and the use of an
automated external defibrillator in public schools.

General Remarks: would require kids in grades 7+ to take CPR and AED training.

Last Action: 6-11-23 G Earliest effective date

HB 4456  Harris, Cody(R)
Bettencourt, Paul(R)

Relating to the calculation of the no-new-revenue maintenance and
operations rate for school districts.

General Remarks: The Texas Legislature revised the calculations for public school districts and
other types of local governments to determine applicable tax rates with the
enactment of SB 2 and HB 3 in 2019. Both bills independently amended
provisions in the Tax Code, and HB 3 removed the definition for the no-new-
revenue maintenance and operations (M&O) tax rate. Current law requires
school districts to calculate this tax rate as part of the truth-in-taxation process
but does not provide a clear definition of what the rate is or how school districts
are supposed to calculate it. The no-new-revenue M&O rate is intended to
show the tax rate that a school district must impose to generate the same local
tax revenue and state aid as the previous year on the current year's tax base.
However, the no-new-revenue calculation in current law does not account for
the portion of school district revenue that is from state aid, resulting in the
current expression of the no-new-revenue M&O tax rate inaccurately reflecting
the tax rate a school district must impose to maintain the same year-over-year
level of funding for the district. Additionally, all taxing units, including school
districts, are required to use the comptroller of public accounts forms for
calculating tax rates, but changes to the tax rate calculation process for school
districts, including the introduction of the maximum compressed tax rate and
additional compression efforts, have caused confusion among school district
tax assessors and taxpayers alike. This bill will improve the quality of
information provided to taxpayers and clarify the process for determining a
school district's no-new-revenue tax rate by reference to the rate calculation in
the Education Code.

Last Action: 1- 1-24 G Earliest effective date

HB 4520  Harris, Cody(R)
Bettencourt, Paul(R)

Relating to employment and retirement consequences for an educator
convicted of or placed on deferred adjudication community supervision
for the sale, distribution, or display of harmful material to a minor.

General Remarks: Would apply the following provisions to a conviction of the offense of sale,
distribution, or display of harmful material which is not defined, to a minor: ·
beginning on or after the bill's effective date, the requirement for a clerk of the
court to notify the State Board for Educator Certification (SBEC) of a conviction
or deferred adjudication community supervision granted on the basis of the
offense committed by a person who holds a public educator certificate, or, if
the offense is committed by a person who is employed by a private school, to
provide such notice to the chief administrative officer of the private school; ·
the requirements for the SBEC, upon receiving such notice from the clerk, to
revoke the person's certificate and provide applicable notice of the revocation,
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revoke the person's certificate and provide applicable notice of the revocation,
and for the school district or open-enrollment charter school that receives
notice from the SBEC to immediately remove the person from campus or from
an administrative office, as applicable, to prevent the person from having any
contact with a student and take certain action regarding the person's
employment; and · the designation of a felony conviction of the offense as a
qualifying felony for purposes of disqualifying a person who is a member or an
annuitant of the Teacher Retirement System of Texas and is or was an
employee of the public school system from receiving a service retirement
annuity.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

HJR 2  Bonnen, Greg(R)
Huffman, Joan(R)

Proposing a constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to
provide one-time or ongoing benefit enhancements to eligible annuitants
of the Teacher Retirement System of Texas.

General Remarks: This resolution would propose an amendment to Section 67a, Article XVI, of
the Texas Constitution that would authorize the Legislature to provide a
onetime or ongoing benefit enhancements to eligible annuitants of the Teacher
Retirement System (TRS). The benefit enhancement would be contingent on
an accompanying appropriation of funds sufficient to fully pay for the benefit
enhancement. According to the Pension Review Board, TRS is considered
actuarially sound, with an amortization period of 27 years as of August 31,
2023. Government Code, Section 821.006 defines actuarial soundness, for the
purposes of making modifications to benefit and contribution levels, as less
than 31 years. The benefit enhancement would take place only if the fund is
considered actuarially sound. The approval of the proposed amendment to
Section 67a of Article XVI by voters would result in a cost to the state of $3.45
billion for the purposes of providing the benefit enhancements. Although the
resolution is self enabling, the fiscal impact is shown in the fiscal note for HB
600. These funds would be transferred to TRS in the 2024 fiscal year after the
amendment takes effect and would not be considered an appropriation of state
tax revenues. The proposed amendment would be submitted to voters at an
election to be held November 7, 2023.

Last Action: 11- 7-23 G Election date

SB 10  Huffman, Joan(R)
Bonnen, Greg(R)

Relating to benefits paid by the Teacher Retirement System of Texas.

General Remarks: COLA will issue in January of 2024 if passes the November ballot measure
and will apply as follows:

6% COLA if retired on or before August 31, 2001 4% COLA if retired after
August 31, 2001 but before August 31, 2013 2% COLA if retired after August
31, 2013 but before August 31, 2020

The bill also provides for a one-time payment not later than September of
2023, of $7500 for members aged 75 or older and $2400 for members aged 70
but younger than 75 by the month before the month in which the onetime
payment is made. Payment is contingent upon the TRS Board of Trustees
determining the legislature appropriated money to the system in sufficient
amount to provide the payment, but the payment is not contingent on the
constitutional amendment passing in November, only the above COLA
increases will apply to the ballot measure.

Last Action: 6-14-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 17  Creighton, Brandon(R)
Kuempel, John(R)

Relating to public higher education reform.

Last Action: 1- 1-24 G Earliest effective date

SB 29  Birdwell, Brian(R)
Lozano, Jose(R)

Relating to prohibited governmental entity implementation or
enforcement of a vaccine mandate, mask requirement, or private
business or school closure to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

General Remarks: Amends the Health and Safety Code to prohibit the state, a local government
entity, an open-enrollment charter school, or an agency of the state or such a
local government entity from implementing, ordering, or otherwise imposing
any of the following mandates to prevent the spread of COVID-19: a mandate
requiring a person to wear a mask or other face covering; a mandate requiring
a person to be vaccinated against COVID-19; or a mandate requiring the
closure of a private business, public or private school, or open-enrollment
charter school.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 30  Huffman, Joan(R)
Bonnen, Greg(R)

Relating to supplemental appropriations and reductions in appropriations
and giving direction and adjustment authority regarding appropriations.

General Remarks: Supplemental Appropriations Act The Conference Committee Report for
Senate Bill 30 (CCR SB30) includes additional funding for Fiscal Year 2023.
These supplemental appropriations total $7.4 billion in General Revenue
Funds (GR) and $13.2 billion in All Funds (AF). Taking into account these
additional appropriations, the available capacity for GR Funds for the
remaining 2022-23 biennial period, considering the tax spending limit, is
$368.1 million. Highlights and additions include: ● $1.1 billion in GR to the TEA
for school safety initiatives. ● $3 billion in GR to the Texas University Fund,
contingent on the passage of legislation.

Last Action: 6- 9-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 68  Zaffirini, Judith(D)
Murr, Andrew(R)

Relating to excused absences from public school for certain students to
visit a professional's workplace for a career investigation day.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to authorize a public school district to excuse a
student in their junior or senior year of high school from attending school for up
to two days for a career investigation day to visit a professional at the
professional's workplace for the purpose of determining the student's interest
in pursuing a career in the professional's field. District must adopt a policy to
determine when an absence may be excused for this purpose and a procedure
to verify the student's visit at the professional's workplace.

Last Action: 5-24-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 133  West, Royce(D)
Hull, Lacey(R)

Relating to prohibiting the physical restraint of or use of chemical
irritants on certain public school students by peace officers and school
security personnel under certain circumstances.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to prohibit a peace officer performing law
enforcement duties or school security personnel performing security-related
duties on the property of a public school or at a school-sponsored or school-
related activity from restraining or using a chemical irritant spray or Taser on a
student enrolled in the fifth grade or below unless the student poses a serious
risk of harm to the student or another person.

Last Action: 6-18-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 294  Johnson, Nathan(D)
Klick, Stephanie(R)

Relating to the use of medication designated for treatment of respiratory
distress on public and private school campuses.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to revise the policy voluntarily adopted and
implemented by a school district, open-enrollment charter school, or private
school that provides for the maintenance and administration of asthma
medicine at a campus. The bill sets out provisions that, rather than being
applicable to asthma medicine in general, are applicable to the use of
medication for respiratory distress as defined by the bill. The bill, among other
provisions, expands the locations at which such medication may be
administered and the people who may administer it, subject to training
requirements. Authorizes the administration of medication for respiratory
distress by any school personnel and school volunteers who are authorized
and trained to administer medication for respiratory distress.

Further, removes a school nurse as the sole person authorized to maintain and
administer the applicable medicine at any campus in the district or school; and
removes a school nurse as the sole person authorized to administer, with the
applicable written notification and permission from a parent, prescription
asthma medication to a student at a school campus.

Last Action: 5-24-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 361  Eckhardt, Sarah(D)
Shine, Hugh(R)

Relating to the eligibility of a person employed by a school district as a
teacher to serve on the appraisal review board of an appraisal district.

General Remarks: Amends the Tax Code to authorize a person employed as a teacher by a public
school district to serve on an appraisal district's appraisal review board (ARB)
as a specific exemption to the prohibition against employees of a taxing unit
within the district serving as an ARB member.

Last Action: 6-16-23 G Vetoed by the Governor

SB 544  Blanco, Cesar(D)
Moody, Joe(D)

Relating to the issuance of a teaching certificate to certain applicants
with experience as instructors for the Community College of the Air
Force.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to require the State Board for Educator
Certification to propose rules providing for a person who has at least two
semesters' experience as a full-time instructor for the Community College of
the Air Force to, as follows and holds a bachelors degree: be issued a
temporary teaching certificate on the person's enrollment in an educator
preparation program; and receive credit for the person's education, training,
and clinical or professional experience as an instructor for the Community
College of the Air Force toward the requirements for completion of an educator
preparation program, including requirements regarding coursework, field-
based experience, or clinical experience. The bill specifies that a temporary
teaching certificate issued under the bill's provisions is valid for a term of one
year from the date of issuance.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 629  Menendez, Jose(D)
Talarico, James(D)

Relating to the use of opioid antagonists on public and private school
campuses and at or in transit to or from off-campus school events.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to require each public school district to adopt and
implement a policy regarding the maintenance, administration, and disposal of
opioid antagonists at each campus in the district that serves students in grades
6 through 12 and to authorize each district to adopt and implement such a
policy at each campus in the district, including campuses serving students in a
grade level below grade 6.

Last Action: 6-18-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 763  Middleton, Mayes (F)(R)
Hefner, Cole(R)

Relating to allowing school districts to employ chaplains to perform the
duties of school counselors.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to authorize a public school district or open-
enrollment charter school to employ or accept as a volunteer a chaplain to
perform the duties required of a school counselor for students and is not
required to be certified by the State Board for Educator Certification.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 798  Middleton, Mayes (F)(R)
Buckley, Brad(R)

Relating to the certification requirements for a public school counselor.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to prohibit the qualifications for certification as a
school counselor from including a requirement that a candidate for certification
have experience as a classroom teacher. The bill requires the State Board for
Educator Certification, not later than January 1, 2024, to propose any rules
necessary to implement the prohibition.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 838  Creighton, Brandon(R)
Thierry, Shawn(D)

Relating to school districts and open-enrollment charter schools
providing panic alert devices in classrooms.

General Remarks: Texas has the second highest number of school shootings in the United States
with more than 135 shooting events since 1970. Many of these attacks have
been fatal. On May 24, 2022, 19 students and 2 teachers were fatally shot in a
mass shooting at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas. The assailant
began his violent shooting spree outside the school, and then locked himself
inside two adjoining classrooms, attacking helpless victims whose only
defense was to hide. It took law enforcement more than an hour to reach the
shooter. Silent panic alert technology would allow for instant notification to law
enforcement or medical personnel in the event of an active shooter event or
other emergency situation requiring immediate response. Each additional
minute waiting for first responders to be notified during a lockdown situation
places children, teachers, and school personnel at increased risk of serious
injury and death. When silent panic button technology is activated, first
responders can react immediately which makes the difference between life or
death. Alyssa's Law, requires school districts and open-enrollment charter
schools to provide silent panic alert technology in each classroom that allows
for immediate contact with district or charter school emergency services and
emergency services agencies, law enforcement agencies, health departments,
and fire departments.

The bill establishes that a district's or charter school's provision of such
technology does not satisfy the requirement under statutory provisions relating
to multihazard emergency operations plans for a district or charter school to
ensure employees have classroom access to a telephone or another electronic
communication device. The bill authorizes a district or charter school, in order
to comply with the bill's requirement, to use funds provided through the school
safety allotment used for the improvement of safety and security or other
available funds and use the district's or charter school's customary
procurement process.

SB 838 applies beginning with the 2025-2026 school year.

Last Action: 5- 5-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 999  West, Royce(D)
King, Tracy(D)

Relating to the requirement that providers of active shooter training at
public schools and institutions of higher education obtain a certificate
issued by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement.

General Remarks: Amends law to prohibit an individual or legal entity from providing active
shooter training to students or employees at a public primary or secondary
school or a public institution of higher education on or after December 1, 2024,
unless the individual providing the instruction is certified by the Texas
Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE) to provide the training and, if the
training is provided by a legal entity, both the legal entity and the individual
providing the instruction on behalf of the legal entity are certified by TCOLE to
provide the training. The bill requires TCOLE to establish not later than
September 1, 2024, a certification program for providers of active shooter
training and issue a certificate to a provider who meets the qualifications of the
program.

Also, prohibits a public school district or public institution of higher education
from contracting for the provision of active shooter training for the students or
employees of the district or institution unless the training provider is certified by
TCOLE to provide the training as provided by the bill. That prohibition applies
only to active shooter training provided on or after December 1, 2024.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 1008  Flores, Pete(R)
Buckley, Brad(R)

Relating to establishing residency for purposes of admission into public
schools.

General Remarks: In 2019, a law was passed allowing students in military families assigned to
Texas to enroll in public school before their arrival in order to allow these
students to participate in high-demand programs and classes. Due to military
families experiencing long lead times to find housing, often taking up to 90
days, which creates a challenge for students in these families to remain
enrolled in the same school has created a need to address this issue. Military
parents now must provide proof of residence for purposes of public school
admission to the district from the 10th day after the arrival date specified in the
military transfer order to the 90th day after that arrival date extending current
deadline.

Last Action: 5-10-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 1131  Blanco, Cesar(D)
Ortega, Lina(D)

Relating to the authority of certain independent school districts to
change the date of the general election for officers.

General Remarks: Amends the Election Code to authorize the governing body of an independent
school district that holds its general election for officers on a date other than
the November uniform election date to change the date on which it holds its
general election for officers to the November uniform election date. The bill
applies only to a county that borders the United Mexican States and that has a
population of at least 450,000 and not more than 870,000 which includes
EPISD. The bill's provisions expire January 1, 2029.

Last Action: 6-18-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 1471  Bettencourt, Paul(R)
Noble, Candy(R)

Relating to access by the Texas Education Agency and private schools to
certain criminal history records.

General Remarks: Amends the Government Code to require the Department of Public Safety
(DPS), on request by a private school, to determine whether the school is
eligible under the federal National Child Protection Act of 1993 to obtain
criminal history record information that relates to an employee or an applicant
for employment. The bill authorizes a qualified private school to obtain state
criminal history record information from DPS. The bill defines a "qualified
private school" as a school that offers a course of instruction for students in
Texas in one or more grades from prekindergarten through grade 12, is
accredited by an organization recognized by the Texas Education Agency
(TEA) or the Texas Private School Accreditation Commission (TEPSAC), and
is determined to be eligible by DPS to obtain the information.

Last Action: 6-18-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 1506  Hughes, Bryan(R)
Clardy, Travis(R)

Relating to a seizure management and treatment plan for the care to be
provided by a public school to a student with a seizure disorder.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to require the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to
adopt and post on its website, not later than December 1, 2023, a form to be
used in submitting a seizure management and treatment plan for a student
with a seizure disorder developed by the student's parent or guardian and the
physician responsible for the student's seizure treatment.

Last Action: 5-27-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 1647  Parker, Tan (F)(R)
Hefner, Cole(R)

Relating to dropout recovery education programs.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to revise statutory provisions authorizing a public
school district to use a dropout recovery program for the purposes of providing
alternative education programs for students at risk of dropping out of school as
follows: provides for the option of using a private or public community-based
education management organization for such purposes as an alternative to
using a private or public community-based dropout recovery education
program; extends the authorization to use such a dropout recovery program or
organization to provide alternative education programs for those students to an
open-enrollment charter school; and replaces the authorization for such
alternative education programs to be offered through the use of an online
program that leads to a high school diploma and prepares the student to enter
the workforce with an authorization for such programs to be offered remotely or
through a hybrid of in-person and remote instruction.

The bill makes the requirements under existing law for an online dropout
recovery education program applicable instead to a remote or hybrid dropout
recovery education program, includes providing a monthly report to the
student's charter school regarding the student's progress in those
requirements, and additionally requires a remote or hybrid dropout recovery
program to operate an in-person student engagement center at a location
suitable for high school students. The bill specifies that requirements for a
campus-based dropout recovery education program under existing law apply
to an in-person program.

Authorizes a dropout recovery education program to be operated only by an
entity that is accredited by the Texas Education Agency or a regional
accrediting agency. The bill requires such a program to offer or provide
referrals for mental health services to students enrolled in the program and
prohibits the program from marketing directly to students enrolled in a
traditional education program. The bill authorizes a district or charter school to
operate one campus-based dropout recovery education program for all
students in the district or charter school and authorizes a district or charter
school administrator or school counselor to refer a student to a dropout
recovery education program if the administrator or counselor determines that
enrollment in the program could prevent the student from dropping out of
school.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 1720  Kolkhorst, Lois(R)
Lozano, Jose(R)

Relating to the confidentiality of the identity of a public school employee
who reports a potential threat to the school's threat assessment and safe
and supportive school team.

General Remarks: Texas Education Code requires the board of trustees of each school district to
establish a threat assessment team responsible for conducting threat
assessments on individuals who “make threats of violence or exhibit harmful,
threatening, or violent behavior.” Identifying individuals who may pose a threat
to the safety of others requires those aware of the harmful behavior to report it.
Concerns have been raised that some school district employees are hesitant to
report a potential threat to the threat assessment team out of fear of retaliation
if their identity is made known to the individual posing the threat. SB 1720
addresses these concerns by allowing the individual reporting the threat to
elect to keep their identity confidential, except as necessary for the threat
assessment team, district or law enforcement.

Last Action: 6-18-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 1854  Paxton, Angela(R)
Lambert, Stan(R)

Relating to optional group benefits for dental and vision care under the
Texas Public School Employees Group Insurance Program.

General Remarks: Amends the Insurance Code to require the Teacher Retirement System of
Texas to establish or contract for and make available under the Texas Public
School Employees Group Insurance Program the following plans for retirees,
dependents, surviving spouses, and surviving dependent children:an optional
plan that provides coverage for dental care; and an optional plan that provides
coverage for vision care.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 2032  Creighton, Brandon(R)
Buckley, Brad(R)

Relating to the authorization of certain adult high school charter school
programs.

General Remarks: Expands the entities eligible for a charter to operate an adult education
program to include the following entities, if the entity meets other applicable
requirements: · a public school district; · an entity granted an open-enrollment
charter; or · a general academic teaching institution, public junior college, or
public technical institute.

The bill authorizes such an entity, to whom a charter is granted, to contract
with a nonprofit entity that is an eligible entity to operate an adult education
program. The bill specifies that an entity is eligible to be granted a charter for
an adult education program if the entity, or a member of the entity's executive
leadership, has a successful history of providing education services to adults
whose educational and training opportunities have been limited by certain
marginalizing circumstances.

Requires the commissioner of education to accept applications for a charter to
operate an adult education program during the 60-day period beginning on
September 1 of each year. The bill requires the commissioner to provide each
applicant with the following: · a written notice of the commissioner's preliminary
decision to grant or deny the charter and a written explanation of the reasons
for denying the charter, if applicable, not later than the 60th day following the
last day of the required period for acceptance of applications; and · an
opportunity to cure any defects in the application, if applicable.

Revises the restrictions on the number of charters for an adult education
program authorized to be granted by the commissioner as follows: · removes
the prohibition against granting more than two such charters in a calendar year
or more than six charters total; · removes prohibition against granting such a
charter before September 1, 2023, or a total of more than two charters before
September 1, 2024, or four charters before September 1, 2026; and · instead
prohibits the commissioner from granting more than 10 charters for adult
education programs.

Last Action: 5-29-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 2069  Bettencourt, Paul(R)
Schaefer, Matt(R)

Relating to the required posting of signs regarding human trafficking
penalties by certain schools.

General Remarks: In 2021, the legislature passed S.B. 1831 by Senator Larry Taylor requiring the
posting of warning signs of increased human trafficking penalties. This bill
removes the requirement that private primary and secondary schools post this
signage.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 2124  Creighton, Brandon(R)
Howard, Donna(D)

Relating to requiring an opt-out policy for accelerated mathematics
courses for certain students.

General Remarks: Requires school districts to establish an opt-out policy to enroll students who
are performing in the top two quintiles (40%) on the fifth grade state
standardized assessment or a local measure that includes class score and/or
demonstrated proficiency in classwork, into accelerated math in sixth grade to
improve chances of gaining access to Algebra I in eighth grade.

Last Action: 5-27-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 2294  Creighton, Brandon(R)
Kuempel, John(R)

Relating to the establishment of certain programs to facilitate early high
school graduation and enrollment at public institutions of higher
education and to the repeal of the Early High School Graduation.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to expand the types of institutions of higher
education eligible to participate in the Texas First Early High School
Completion Program and in the Texas First Scholarship Program from only an
institution of higher education designated as a research university or emerging
research university under the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board's
accountability system to any public institution of higher education. The bill
changes the authorization for a public school district or open-enrollment
charter school to issue a high school diploma to a student under the Texas
First Early High School Completion Program if the student meets the
prescribed standards to a requirement for a district or charter school to allow a
student to graduate and receive a high school diploma under the program if the
student meets the standards.

Last Action: 9- 1-23 G Earliest effective date

SB 2304  Lamantia, Morgan (F)(D)
Hernandez, Ana(D)

Relating to providing information regarding the Texas Driving with
Disability Program to certain public school students and in the curriculum
of driver education courses and driving safety courses.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to require each public school district and open-
enrollment charter school to provide information regarding the Texas Driving
with Disability Program to the following individuals: · students who have a
health condition or disability that may impede effective communication with a
peace officer and who receive special education services or who are covered
by Section 504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973; and · the parents of
those students. The bill requires the information to be provided annually to
each applicable student who is 16 years of age or older until the earlier of the
student's graduation from high school or 21st birthday. The bill requires the
Texas Education Agency to collaborate with the Department of Public Safety,
the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles, and the Governor's Committee on
People with Disabilities to develop the information materials. The bill requires
that the materials include information regarding a person's option to voluntarily
list any health condition or disability that may impede the person's
communication with a peace officer on a person's vehicle registration
information or application for an original driver's license and authorizes the
information to be provided with any special education transition planning
materials.

Requires the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation (TCLR), not later
than May 1, 2024, by rule to require that information relating to the Texas
Driving with Disability Program be included in the curriculum of each driver
education and driving safety course. The bill requires each provider of such a
course to certify to TCLR, not later than September 1, 2024, that the course
curriculum has been updated to include the required information.

Revises the definition of "classroom instruction," with respect to statutory
provisions relating to driver and traffic safety education, to include instruction
by an in-person driver education provider in a traditional classroom setting or
through other physical means or remotely through the Internet. The bill applies
beginning with the 2023-2024 school year.

Last Action: 6-18-23 G Earliest effective date

SCR 28  Huffman, Joan(R)
Herrero, Abel(D)

Urging Congress to repeal the Government Pension Offset and the
Windfall Elimination Provision of the Social Security Act.

General Remarks: Urges Congress to repeal the Government Pension Offset (GPO) and Windfall
Elimination Provision (WEP) provisions to the Social Security Law. The GPO
eliminates or reduces the Social Security benefit for spouses, widows or
widowers who also receive a government pension based on their own work.
The WEP reduces the Social Security benefit for public employees who at
some time in their careers were employed in jobs where he paid into Social
Security for the period required to qualify for retirement benefits. These
provisions deprive thousands of educators and other public workers in Texas of
retirement benefits they should receive. TSTA supported this resolution and will
continue to work to repeal the GPO and WEP.

Last Action: 5-10-23 G Signed by the Governor
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