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TSTA: State leaders must quit changing school accountability rules in the middle of the game and adequately fund our
public schools

Texas State Teachers Association President Ovidia Molina released the following statement:

Education Commissioner Mike Morath announced today that the Texas Education Agency is delaying the release of the
new A-F school accountability ratings for about a month. They were originally scheduled for release on Sept. 28.

We hope the commissioner will abandon his plans to unfairly change the rules in the middle of the game. He earlier
indicated he would retroactively raise the passing scores for one key element in the ratings — the college, career and
military readiness of a school district’s high school graduates. The significant increases he planned for those standards
would have the effect of lowering the accountability letter grades for many districts.

This announced change is so unfair that numerous school districts have sued the commissioner. TSTA also strongly
opposes that kind of change, and we oppose any other changes that would affect the accountability ratings this late in
the process.

Tinkering with accountability ratings is made even worse by the fact that Texas still woefully underfunds our public
schools, spending more than $4,000 less per student than the national average. The legislative majority failed to raise
the basic funding allotment for districts during the regular session this year, and now Gov. Abbott is preparing to call a
special session to try to force lawmakers to spend untold millions of tax dollars on private school vouchers. The governor
and his allies need to get their priorities straight.

Evaluating the performance of school districts is important. But performance targets must be set in advance and not be
changed by the state after a school year has been completed and many students already have graduated.

The state also must find a more meaningful evaluation system for our schools, one that is no longer dominated by
STAAR test scores, which also still play a major role in determining accountability scores.



