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TSTA will not sacrifice the future of public education for taxpayer-funded vouchers
Texas State Teachers Association President Ovidia Molina released the following statement:

We are glad Gov. Abbott has expanded the call of the special session to school finance because our public schools need
a significant boost in funding and our woefully under-paid teachers and school support staff need raises. But let me be
clear: We will continue to oppose a school funding or educator pay bill that includes an “education savings account” or
any other voucher plan spending taxpayer dollars on private schools, regardless of how limited that voucher plan may
be.

As the experiences of existing voucher states tell us, initial limits placed on voucher plans are soon lifted, and taxpayers
are paying billions of dollars on private school costs for selected families, at the expense of under-funded public schools.

We cannot and will not accept a school finance or educator pay plan now that sacrifices the future of public education in
Texas.

The governor also has made it clear that his priorities are not the public schools, teachers and students of Texas. His
priorities are still determined by wealthy political donors who want to privatize public education. We continue to call on
House members of both parties to reject the governor’s bullying tactics and keep fighting for their public schools, which
is their constitutional responsibility.



