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Hold-harmless decision on school funding may have a catch
Texas State Teachers Association President Ovidia Molina released the following statement:

We believe the hold-harmless decision issued by Gov. Greg Abbott and other state leaders could be a positive
step in funding for our public schools, but there may be a catch. For districts to receive full funding for the
remainder of the spring semester, regardless of attendance losses, they will have to “maintain or increase
current levels of on-campus attendance.”

What if there is a spike in COVID-19 cases after spring break or because of Gov. Abbott’s decision to end the
mask mandate and relax other safety standards? Districts that could lose on-campus attendance to online
learning because their communities become COVID hotspots shouldn’t be penalized for attendance losses
either.

The hold-harmless provision must apply to all school districts for the remainder of the spring semester.
Teachers and other school employees in all our districts have performed heroically during the pandemic, often
at risk to their own health, and need all the resources the state can provide. Texas voters agree.

In a recent bipartisan poll commissioned by TSTA, a majority of likely Texas voters (59 percent) said public
schools need more funding, not cuts.
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