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TSTA: Voucher bill a slap in the face for millions of Texas children
Texas State Teachers Association President Ovidia Molina released the following statement:

We are deeply disappointed that the House majority voted for a voucher bill that is an attack on public schools and a
slap in the face for millions of Texas students. This bill will make it more difficult for these children and their educators
to get the resources they need for classroom success and do real damage to the public education system that is the
backbone of our state’s future.

It is absurd for Gov. Abbott and his pro-voucher allies to claim that a diversion of $1 billion in tax funds to private schools
over the next budget cycle will not hurt our underfunded public schools, where the vast majority of our students will
remain. That voucher drain will increase to $3 billion by 2028 and more than $4 billion by 2030 if this voucher bill
becomes law, the Legislative Budget Board projects.

Texas already spends more than $5,000 less per student than the national average, ranking Texas 46" among the states
and the District of Columbia. Many public schools already are cutting programs and increasing class sizes, and the school
finance bill also approved by the House will not come close to ending the state’s financial neglect of public education.
The House’s $395 increase in the basic allotment, which hasn’t been increased in six years, will provide only a third of
what is needed to cover districts’ losses from inflation alone.

Meanwhile, most of Texas’ poorest families, even with vouchers, will not be able to afford the tuition and fees of Texas’
most popular private schools or the related transportation costs for their children. Many vouchers instead will become
tax subsidies for upper income parents whose children already attend private school.

For many years, the Texas House stood as a strong defender of public education against the threat of private school
vouchers, but it finally was overcome by lies and threats from Gov. Abbott and his billionaire school privatization
supporters. For Abbott and his allies, our public schools —and the children who depend upon them —are, at best, an
afterthought.



