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HB 2  Buckley, Brad(R)
Creighton, Brandon(R)

Relating to public education and public school
finance.

General Remarks: HB 2 is the school finance bill for the next biennium
allocating an additional $8.5 billion dollars for our
students. Our public schools need more, but we
believe this additional funding is a good step. It will
help districts address budget deficits, provide relief
for underpaid school employees and may ease the
teacher shortage.

Most teachers with three- or four-years’ experience
will get $2,500 pay raises, and most teachers with
five or more years in the classroom will receive
$5,000. Teachers with three- or four-years’
experience in districts with 5,000 or fewer students
will get $4,000 raises, and teachers in those districts
with five or more years in the classroom will get
$8,000.

The bill includes the newly created "Support Staff
Retention Allotment" which establishes yearly
funding specifically for full-time and part-time ESP
salary increases.

The bill specifies school counselors, librarians,
school nurses, teacher's assistants, custodial staff,
food services staff, bus drivers, administrative
assistants, and other support staff as eligible to
receive salary increases. The bill also specifies that
teachers not eligible for the Teacher Retention
Allotment, which allocates pay raises to classroom
teachers, are eligible for the Support Staff Retention
Allotment.

The Support Staff Retention Allotment is not
applicable to administrator s including
superintendents, principals, and employees in a
centralized supervisory role.

School districts are entitled to an annual allotment of
$45 for each student in adjusted average
attendance, and districts are required to increase
salaries for the 2025-26 school year and maintain
the increase in subsequent years. In total, the
allotment is estimated to provide $500 million
annually to Texas ESP educators.

The $4.2 billion in the plan for teacher pay also
includes an increase in the Teacher Incentive
Allotment, which provides raises to a small group of
teachers based on STAAR test scores.

National Board Certified Teachers will be demoted
to the new, lowest “acknowledged” level in TIA, and
whether their designation remains at all will be put
to the SBEC to decide. The current SBEC members
have pushed back on recognizing NBCT because of
political reasons with no justification.

The basic funding allotment, which has been frozen
for six years, will be increased by only $55 per
student, but the bill also will create a new, $1.3
billion fund to cover districts’ fixed costs, such as
transportation, utilities and insurance. This allotment
also allows for hiring retired teachers, TRS
contributions, and payroll taxes.

The measure adds $850 million for special
education and overhauls the funding method to
better meet the individual needs of each student. It
provides $667 million for early childhood education
and increases funding for school safety by $430
million and funding for charter school facilities by
$200 million.

The School Safety Allotment increases the per
student allotment to $20 up from $10, per campus
allotment to $33,540 up from $15,000 to explain the
$430 million total for the state.

HB 6  Leach, Jeff(R)
Perry, Charles(R)

Relating to discipline in public schools.

General Remarks: HB 6, the school disciplinary bill, is a substantial
overhaul of Chapter 37, Texas Education Code. A
significant revision is the addition of immunity from
disciplinary proceedings, by protecting employees
from an action by the district to discharge or
suspend the employee or terminate or non renew
the employee's term contract; or an action by SBEC
against an employee who reports a violation of
Chapter 37 to another professional employee of the
district, TEA or law enforcement. An employees
action taken in good faith to remove a student from
class will be protected.

The bill also redefines when a teacher may remove
a student from class to include a student who
repeatedly interferes with teacher's ability to
(documentation requirement has been repealed),
demonstrates behavior that is unruly, disruptive, or
abusive to the teacher, student, or another adult,
OR engages in conduct that constitutes bullying.
And it can be for a single incident.

A student cannot return to class without the
teacher's consent or a "return to class plan"
prepared for that student by the principal or a
designee whose primary duties do not include
classroom instruction. Rules for "return to class
plan" must be created by TEA/commissioner.

HB 6 would expand exclusionary school discipline in
the following ways:

Allowing in-school suspensions of unlimited length;
Allowing suspensions of young learners and
homeless students for disruption by adding
disruption as an exception to the preK-2nd grade
and homeless student suspension ban; Increasing
the number offenses that students are accused of
committing off-campus that lead to a mandatory
removal to a disciplinary alternative education
program (DAEP); Expanding mandatory expulsions
to cover offenses that students are accused of
committing off-campus; Creating virtual DAEPs; and
Creating a civil injunction process to remove
students to an alternative educational setting.

The bill also provides for a policy for parental
involvement in school disciplinary placements at the
discretion of the board of trustees.

The implementation of this bill will be complex and
districts will have some discretion.

HB 20  Gates, Gary(R)
Schwertner, Charles(R)

Relating to establishing the Applied Sciences
Pathway program.

General Remarks: This bill establishes the "applied sciences pathway
program" to provide opportunities for students to
concurrently earn high school diplomas and
certificates from institutions of higher education.

The intent to is allow for successful placement in
high-wage, high-growth jobs in plumbing and pipe
fitting, electrical, welding, and other specified
industries. The commissioner may amend the list
starting in 2027-28 school year and every five years
thereafter to reflect current market trends.

HB 27  King, Ken(R)
Flores, Pete(R)

Relating to courses in personal financial literacy
and economics for high school students in
public schools.

General Remarks: Amends the curriculum requirements for the
foundation high school program by requiring
students successfully complete at least one-half
credit in personal financial literacy and one credit in
economics, world geography, or world history.

The bill also removes the option to take a one-half
credit in economics or personal financial literacy.
This provision would apply only to students entering
ninth grade during or after the 2026-27 school year.

The State Board of Education (SBOE) must allow a
student to obtain the one-half credit in personal
financial literacy by successfully completing an
advanced placement course designated by SBOE.

HB 100  Leo-Wilson, Terri(R)
Middleton, Mayes(R)

Relating to the purchase, adoption, and use of
instructional materials by public schools.

General Remarks: This bill enables the SBOE to create and maintain a
list of rejected instructional materials for public
schools it deems unfit for instruction. Said list must
go through the proclamation process with specified
deadlines, but no other criteria is specified for
guidance. A school district may not adopt or use
instructional material on the list rejected by the
SBOE.

HB 117  Schoolcraft, Alan (F)(R)
Campbell, Donna(R)

Relating to the establishment of the governor's
task force on the governance of early childhood
education and care.

General Remarks: Establishes "Governor's task force on early
childhood education and care" to address the
governance and operational challenges of early
childhood education in Texas. TEA will provide
support for this task force.

Private centers have been fighting public PreK
programs for decades claiming their centers are
better equipped and trained and are held to higher
standards than public schools. In reality, they are
not high quality and are simply threatened by the
competition of public schools operating PreK
programs.

The task force will study and recommend goals and
a strategic plan going forward for high quality PreK
programs and instructions, and TSTA surmises this
will result in funding for private vendors in the future.
The report from the task force is due to the Texas
Legislature December 1, 2026.

HB 120  Bell, Keith(R)
Schwertner, Charles(R)

Relating to career and technology education
programs in public schools, the Rural Pathway
Excellence Partnership (R-PEP) program, and a
high school advising program, including
funding for those programs.

General Remarks: The bill would require the Texas Education Agency
(TEA) to post on TEA's Internet website certain
deidentified data, disaggregated by school district or
open¬enrollment charter school, high school
campus, and annual cohort for the most 10 recent
annual cohorts, and allow students who have
graduated from high school but are enrolled in a
district or charter school designated as a Pathways
in Technology Early College High School (P¬TECH)
or Rural Pathway Excellence Partnership (R¬PEP)
school and are completing a course of study offered
through the P¬TECH or R¬PEP programs to enroll
at no cost in a dual credit course under the Financial
Aid for Swift Transfer (FAST) program.

The bill would include courses under a junior ROTC
program in what is considered career and
technology education programs and for which a
district could generate entitlement under the Career
and Technology Fiscal Analysis. The bill would
require the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to post
on TEA's Internet website certain deidentified data,
disaggregated by school district or open¬
enrollment charter school, high school campus, and
annual cohort for the most 10 recent annual cohorts.
The bill would allow students who have graduated
from high school but are enrolled in a district or
charter school designated as a Pathways in
Technology Early College High School (P¬TECH) or
Rural Pathway Excellence Partnership (R¬PEP)
school and are completing a course of study offered
through the P¬TECH or R¬PEP programs to enroll
at no cost in a dual credit course under the Financial
Aid for Swift Transfer (FAST) program. The bill
would include courses under a junior ROTC
program in what is considered career and
technology education programs and for which a
district could generate entitlement under the Career
and Technology Education Allotment under the
Foundation School Program (FSP).

The bill would increase the number of subsidies
students may receive for career and technology
education (CTE) certification examinations from one
to two and would provide a subsidy to teachers
completing certain certification examinations related
to CTE instead of cybersecurity.

The bill would establish the Military Pathway Grant
Program which would provide funds to school
districts to establish a Junior ROTC program for
students enrolled in high school in the district,
administer the Armed Services Vocational Aptitude
Battery test and provide college and career
counseling to participating students. Each
participating district would receive a grant of
$50,000 and the total amount of grants that could be
awarded would be limited to $2 million each year.
The bill would increase the per student amount
under P¬TECH from $50 to $150 per average daily
attendance. The bill would cap funding provided
under the CTE allotment for JROTC courses at $20
million in each fiscal year. The bill would extend the
allowable uses of funds under New Instructional
Facility Allotment (NIFA) and would increase the
amount appropriated for NIFA from $100 million to
$150 million each year.

HB 121  King, Ken(R)
Nichols, Robert(R)

Relating to measures for ensuring public school
safety, including the commissioning of peace
officers by the Texas Education Agency, public
school safety and security requirements, and
the provision of safety-related resources.

General Remarks: This bill is an extension of HB 3 from the 88th
Legislature. It now provides for TEA to hire agency
inspectors to review school safety plans and
conduct inspections, and to coordinate with all law
enforcement during an emergency response. It also
requires TEA to annually review and provide a
statewide vulnerability assessment to the leadership
of the Texas Legislature on revisions to school
safety matters in Texas and make
recommendations.

It further loosens compliance standards for districts
regarding security on campus, and allows an
employee hired as a security officer to complete
training within 90 days on the job as deemed
appropriate by the district. Districts must now renew
a good cause exemption on the first anniversary of
claiming, and determine if exemption still applies
and seek another renewal.

Adds additional requirements for special education
threat assessments, and mandates maps of
campuses for school districts and open enrollment
charter schools also be provided to every
emergency service district located in whole or in
part within the district's geographic area served.

HB 210  Guillen, Ryan(R)
Hinojosa, Adam (F)(R)

Relating to contracting with a school district by
a vendor with whom a member of the board of
trustees of the district or a related individual
has certain business interests.

General Remarks: Law provides a vendor bidding on or receiving a
contract from a school district or open-enrollment
charter school commits an offense if any individual
serving on the board of trustees or governing body
of the district or school: had a substantial interest in
the vendor or a subcontractor hired by the vendor;
was related in the second degree by consanguinity
or affinity to an individual who had a substantial
interest in the vendor; or had received or been
promised a gift or in-kind services with a value of
more than $250.

The bill defines “vendor” as a company, individual,
contractor, subcontractor, or professional services
provider with which a school district or open-
enrollment charter school entered into an
agreement, contract, memorandum of
understanding, interlocal agreement, fee schedule,
retainer, or similar instrument for goods or services.
An individual would have a substantial interest in a
vendor if the individual owned more than 10 percent
of the voting interest in the vendor or had a
participating interest by shares, stock, or otherwise,
in more than 10 percent of the vendor’s profits,
proceeds, or capital gains.

HB 322  Guillen, Ryan(R)
Zaffirini, Judith(D)

Relating to the use of funds awarded under the
Jobs and Education for Texans (JET) Grant
Program.

General Remarks: This bill provides the expansion of the Jobs and
Education for Texas Grant Program by adding the
award of grants to pay costs for acquisition,
implementation, and ongoing maintenance of
technology solutions necessary to support career
and technical education programs.

HB 367  Rosenthal, Jon(D)
Menendez, Jose(D)

Relating to verification of excused absences
from public school for students with severe or
life-threatening illnesses.

General Remarks: The bill expands the necessary elements relating to
verification of excused absences for students with
severe or life-threatening illnesses, and prohibits
districts from requiring additional proof than the
district-adopted form that meets the following: (a)
the student's illness; (b) statement of seriousness;
(c) anticipated duration of absence; and (d)
statement illness makes attendance infeasible.

HB 500  Bonnen, Greg(R)
Huffman, Joan(R)

Relating to making supplemental
appropriations and reductions in appropriations
and giving direction and adjustment authority
regarding appropriations.

General Remarks: This is the supplemental appropriations bill for the
current biennium to ensure all programs are funding
until the end of this current fiscal year. Funds were
appropriated for public education to ensure the
current budget commitments from last session are
met.

HB 549  Vasut, Cody(R)
Johnson, Nathan(D)

Relating to the availability and use of airway
clearance devices at public school campuses.

General Remarks: Requires every public school campus have
available at least one "airway clearance device" as
a noninvasive means capable of removing or
assisting the removal of a foreign-body airway
obstruction from a person to be located primarily
where food is served. Also requires a number of
employees be trained and available to use at any
given time. The new law does not waive or create
an immunity or liability for the district or its
employees.

HB 791  Cortez, Philip(D)
Menendez, Jose(D)

Relating to the issuance of Central Catholic
High School specialty license plates.

General Remarks: Creates a specialty license plate for a catholic
school in San Antonio, and any revenue as a result
shall go to the general revenue fund of the state.

HB 824  Jones, Jolanda(D)
Middleton, Mayes(R)

Relating to the inclusion of civics instruction in
public school government curriculum
requirements for high school students.

General Remarks: Directs the SBOE to adopt essential knowledge and
skills to develop a student's civic knowledge for the
government component of the social studies
curriculum for high school students to include: role
of government officials including statewide, county
city and other elected officials; the voting process
and election laws of Texas; the eligibility
requirements to run for office; Robert's Rules of
Order; and the elected officials who represent the
student at each level of government.

HB 1178  Cunningham, Charles(R)
Campbell, Donna(R)

Relating to the creation of a temporary
educator certificate for educators certified by
other states.

General Remarks: Creates a temporary educator certificate for
educators certified by other states, must hold a
bachelor’s degree and certificate expires in one year

HB 1188  Manuel, Christian(D)
Zaffirini, Judith(D)

Relating to the referral of certain students
receiving special education services to a local
intellectual and developmental disability
authority for services or public benefits.

General Remarks: Requires districts to provide information about
services and public benefits provided by the local
intellectual and developmental disability authority
that serves the county in which the student resides
to the parents or guardians at the first IEP
committee meeting for a student. TEA and HHSC
shall develop informational materials for use by
districts.

HB 1458  Metcalf, Will(R)
Creighton, Brandon(R)

Relating to the armed security officers required
to be present at public schools.

General Remarks: The bill expands the list of types of peace officers
and reserve peace officers who the board of
trustees may authorize the chief of police of the
school district police department to appoint, carry a
weapon, not carry a weapon, or act as a peace
officer at all times on behalf of the district in its
employ.

HB 1481  Fairly, Caroline (F)(R)
Creighton, Brandon(R)

Relating to the use of personal wireless
communication devices by students during
instructional time.

General Remarks: Mandates districts and charters to adopt,
implement, and ensure a written policy prohibiting a
student from using a personal communication
device while on school property during the school
day. Must also include disciplinary measures to be
imposed for violations and may provided for
confiscation of the personal communication device.
The policy must prohibit the student from bringing
the device to school or designating a storage
method while on school property.

The disposal of the device must be in a reasonable
manner after providing a student's parents 90 days
prior notice of intent to dispose. Some exceptions
based on health and safety apply.

HB 1586  Hull, Lacey(R)
Kolkhorst, Lois(R)

Relating to an exemption from required
immunizations for school enrollment.

General Remarks: The bill makes it easier for a parent to acquire a
blank affidavit form from HHSC to use for claiming
an exemption from a required immunization by
simply making available on the department's
website. It also no longer makes it mandatory to
track the total number of times an affidavit is
accessed.

HB 2081  Bucy, John(D)
Menendez, Jose(D)

Relating to the establishment of the Building
Better Futures Program to support educational
and occupational skills training opportunities
and support services for students.

General Remarks: This bill amends the Texas Education Code by
introducing the Building Better Futures Program,
aimed at enhancing educational and vocational
training for students with intellectual and
developmental disabilities at eligible public and
private higher education institutions. The program's
purpose is to foster an inclusive environment that
supports training opportunities and essential support
services. It mandates the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board administers the program,
creates necessary rules, and devises a competitive
funding application process for participating
institutions.

HB 2243  Oliverson, Tom(R)
Creighton, Brandon(R)

Relating to the creation of the Texas
Commission on Teacher Job Satisfaction and
Retention.

General Remarks: Creates the "Texas Commission on Teacher Job
Satisfaction and Retention" for the purpose of
improving job satisfaction and retention of teachers.
The composition of the commission includes
appointed teachers by the Governor, and also
includes administrators and members of the
legislature.

The commission is tasked with improving student
outcomes by addressing issues related to teacher
job satisfaction and retention, and return a report of
its finding by December 31, 2026.

The commission may hold public meetings but is not
bound by the Texas Open Meetings Act.

HB 2310  Ordaz, Claudia(D)
Parker, Tan(R)

Relating to developing a strategic plan for the
improvement and expansion of early learning
and educational opportunities for young
children with disabilities.

General Remarks: Creates a strategic plan to improve and expand
early learning and educational opportunities for
young children with disabilities. TEA and HHSC will
collaborate to develop and implement the plan for
inclusion, description of barriers for the effective
inclusion of children with disabilities,
recommendations for changes in statute and
funding, and strategies to improve staffing, training,
and sustainability.

HB 2598  Button, Angie Chen(R)
Zaffirini, Judith(D)

Relating to a school psychologist licensed
under the Occupations Code.

General Remarks: Changes "licensed specialist in psychology" position
on the Collaborative Task Force on Public School
Mental Health Services to a "school psychologist"
as it is a more widely understood term, and using
that title helps parents and teachers more easily
understand the services these specialists provide.

HB 2674  Cook, David(R)
Hagenbuch, Brent (F)(R)

Relating to prohibiting the regulation of
homeschool programs.

General Remarks: The bill establishes an outright ban on the regulation
of home schools in Texas by the TEA, SBOE, or any
other educational institution. The intent of this bill is
to remove any oversight over the public dollars
allocated in the voucher program (SB 2) passed to
home school students.

HB 2757  Frank, James(R)
Hagenbuch, Brent (F)(R)

Relating to a public school policy for
establishing age for purposes of admission into
the school for certain children of foreign
military members.

General Remarks: Allows school districts to allow children of foreign
military personnel to enroll in school based on their
age in the calendar year rather than the school year
in an effort to streamline grade levels for children of
military in other countries.

HB 3126  Darby, Drew(R)
Zaffirini, Judith(D)

Relating to the election of certain school
districts to participate in the uniform group
coverage program for active school employees.

General Remarks: Allows districts that discontinued participation in
TRS Care effective September 1, 2022, to elect to
participate back in the program before the fifth
anniversary from date to discontinue if written notice
to the trustee is received no later than December
31, 2025, of the election to participate beginning
September 1, 2026. A risk stabilization fee shall be
applied and the district may not elect to discontinue
participation until September 1, 2031.

HB 3254  Leo-Wilson, Terri(R)
Zaffirini, Judith(D)

Relating to the eligibility of members of the
State Board of Education to participate in a
health benefit plan offered under the state
employees group benefits program.

General Remarks: Allows members of the SBOE and their families to
participate in the ERS group benefits program at
their own cost.

HB 3372  Metcalf, Will(R)
Middleton, Mayes(R)

Relating to prohibiting certain personal services
performed by school district administrators.

General Remarks: Administrators at school districts may not receive
financial benefits for the performance of personal
services for any business entity that conducts or
solicits business with a school district in which they
are employed; an education business that provides
services of curriculum or administration of any
school district; or another school district, charter
school, or regional service center.

This prohibition does not apply to classroom
teachers or trustees, and does not apply in certain
circumstances to lower level administrators.

HB 3474  Lambert, Stan(R)
Huffman, Joan(R)

Relating to the evaluation and reporting of
investment practices and performance of
certain public retirement systems.

General Remarks: The bill would amend the Government Code as it
relates to the evaluation and reporting of investment
practices and performance of certain public
retirement systems including the Teacher
Retirement System.

HB 3546  Martinez, Armando(D)
Hughes, Bryan(R)

Relating to the authority of an independent
school district to change the date of the
general election for officers.

General Remarks: Some school district trustees serve three-year terms
with elections held in May but not annually, which
violates a state statute requiring elections for
trustees with three-year terms to be held annually.
Districts have attempted a shift to annual elections
to satisfy this requirement, however there is a
conflict because they are also required to hold the
trustee election on the same date as the election for
members of the governing body of a municipality
located in the district, but the municipality does not
hold elections annually. This bill seeks to address
this issue, conserve financial resources, and
encourage higher voter turnout by authorizing a
school district to change terms of its trustees and
the date on which it holds its general election for
officers.

The bill now allows school districts to change the
length of the terms of trustees until the date the
November election is canvassed not later than
December 31, 2030. Allows districts to change their
Election Day from May to the November uniform
election date.

HB 3627  Tepper, Carl(R)
Sparks, Kevin(R)

Relating to the employment of persons by the
State Board of Education.

General Remarks: Provides the chair of SBOE to employ personnel to
assist all members of the board in performing their
duties. The employees are wholly accountable to
the chair, and TEA must provide administrative
support, including human resources, budgetary,
accounting, purchasing, payroll, information
technology and legal support services to the board
in order to carry out this purpose.

HB 3629  Noble, Candy(R)
Zaffirini, Judith(D)

Relating to prohibiting a person required to
register as a sex offender from serving as a
member of the board of trustees of an
independent school district.

General Remarks: Prohibits a person required to register as a sex
offender from serving as a member of the board of
trustees of an independent school district and be on
the ballot, however, there is no comparable
restriction for persons serving on non profit boards
for charter schools.

HB 4623  Little, Mitch (F)(R)
Paxton, Angela(R)

Relating to liability of public schools and
professional school employees for certain
injuries to students.

General Remarks: Expands liability for school districts and its
employees for gross negligence or reckless
behavior, or intentional misconduct in the hiring,
supervising, or employing of a professional school
employee who is liable for an act or omission
committed by an employee against a student
enrolled in school which constitutes sexual
misconduct or a failure to report suspected child
abuse or neglect under the family code. The
suspected employee must be names as a
defendant, and the district and employee waives
any governmental immunity.

HB 4687  Gervin-Hawkins,
Barbara(D)
Bettencourt, Paul(R)

Relating to the applicability of certain immunity
and liability laws to certain charter school
campuses or programs.

General Remarks: Aligns all charter schools operating under state law
with existing immunity protections the same as
school districts.

HB 5515  Buckley, Brad(R)
King, Phil(R)

Relating to restrictions on freight and shipping
costs included in the price of instructional
materials for public schools.

General Remarks: Limits and restricts the charges that a publisher or
manufacturer of instructional materials may include
in the price of instructional material in Texas.

SB 1  Huffman, Joan(R)
Bonnen, Greg(R)

General Appropriations Bill.

General Remarks: SB 1 is the state's budget commitment for the next
biennium starting September 1, 2025. The budget
includes a $1 billion dollar expenditure for
vouchers/education savings accounts as passed are
in the SB 2 analysis. The school funding breakdown
and new funding allotments can be found in the HB
2 analysis.

SB 2  Creighton, Brandon(R)
Buckley, Brad(R)

Relating to the establishment of an education
savings account program.

General Remarks: Creates Education Savings Accounts (ESAs) or
vouchers in Texas for the first time. The program is
funded at $1 billion dollars for the next biennium and
will be administered by the Comptroller. The
Comptroller will seek appropriate funds in future
legislative sessions to meet the demand for the
program allowing it to grow over time.

TSTA vehemently opposed the school voucher
scheme that diverts funding from our already
underfunded Texas public school system.

Taxpayer-funded vouchers as proposed in SB 2 will
not increase educational opportunities for all
students, the voucher scheme, which allows for
universal eligibility, will just serve as an entitlement
for select wealthy and upper income families who
will have their private school expenses subsidized at

https://www.telicon.com/www/TX/index.htm
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00002','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00002
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=54
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=4
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00006','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00006
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=67
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=28
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00020','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00020
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=28
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=5
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00027','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00027
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=88
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=24
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00100','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00100
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=23
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=11
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00117','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00117
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=44
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=25
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00120','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00120
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=4
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=5
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00121','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00121
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=88
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=3
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00210','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00210
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=31
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=27
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00322','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00322
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=31
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=21
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00367','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00367
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=135
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=26
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00500','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00500
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=24
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=17
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00549','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00549
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=25
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=16
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00791','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00791
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=117
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=26
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB00824','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB00824
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=147
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=11
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB01178','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB01178
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=127
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=25
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB01188','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB01188
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=22
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=21
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB01458','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB01458
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=16
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=4
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB01481','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB01481
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=87
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=4
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB01586','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB01586
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=138
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=18
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB02081','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB02081
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=136
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=26
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB02243','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB02243
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=130
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=4
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB02310','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB02310
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=79
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=12
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB02598','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB02598
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=112
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=21
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB02674','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB02674
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=96
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=30
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB02757','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB02757
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=69
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=30
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB03126','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB03126
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=72
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=21
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB03254','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB03254
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=23
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=21
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB03372','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB03372
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=16
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=11
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB03474','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB03474
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=71
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=17
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB03546','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB03546
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=39
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=1
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB03627','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB03627
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=84
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=31
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB03629','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB03629
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=89
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=21
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB04623','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB04623
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=65
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=8
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB04687','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB04687
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=120
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=7
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RHB05515','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=HB05515
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=54
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=10
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RSB00001','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB00001
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=17
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=24
javascript:openWindow('https://www.telicon.com/htbin/tinfo.com?_31TX89RSB00002','Track',300,300);
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=89R&Bill=SB00002
http://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=4
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=54


will have their private school expenses subsidized at
the expense of the taxpayers. SB 2 does not contain
any provisions that require students to have poor
performance in a Texas public school or have even
attended a Texas public school in the past. The bill
simply states the Comptroller shall ensure students
in public school for a preceding school year for at
least 90% be prioritized. The student only has to be
eligible to attend a public school in order to receive
the voucher.

While the proposed $10,000 voucher will not cover
the cost of popular private schools, it will incentivize
the creation of fly-by-night schooling operations that
will not provide a quality education to Texas
students. A Texas voucher program may also be
subject to fraud and misuse of public funds, as
vouchers in other states have been used to
purchase amusement park tickets, grand pianos,
trampoline park visits, and retail gift cards.

The vouchers will not benefit every family, but every
family’s taxes will pay for them. As is the case with
other states, the billions allocated for voucher
schemes without additional state income sources
will be a continuing burden on the Texas budget.
ESAs in Arizona have accounted for more than half
of Arizona’s projected budget deficit, as the ESA
costs have ballooned from an estimated $50 million
a year to more than $400 million a year. Over the
past five years, private school voucher spending in
Indiana has shot up, from $346 million in 2019 to
970 million in 2024. In Florida, the expansion of
taxpayer funded vouchers has siphoned funding
from public schools, as the percentage Florida
Education Finance Program funds allocated to
public schools have dropped from 88 percent to 77
percent over the last three years.

SB 2’s taxpayer-funded vouchers do not increase
school choice. SB 2 requires that no state agency or
state official take action to limit a private school from
freely determining admissions and enrollment
policies. Under this bill, private schools have no
legal requirement or obligation to enroll any student,
including students with a voucher. Admission
choices belong to the schools, not the parents.

SB 2 does not allow for the public oversight of
taxpayer funded education, as the bill provides that
no state agency or official shall prevent voucher
receiving private schools from freely determining the
methods or curriculum used to educate students.
Under SB 2, the public will pay for any curriculum,
even those that fail students, without proper
accountability.

SB 2 does not work to appropriately fill the needs
gap for Texas special education students. The
legislature should not act to outsource special
education services through voucher, as private
schools typically do not admit students with special
needs because they are not prepared to provide
those services, and those that do charge extremely
high tuition. Private schools are also reluctant to
admit students with disciplinary issues and, if they
do, often do not keep them.

The Texas Legislature’s constitutional responsibility
is to fund and maintain quality public schools, not
use tax dollars to promote and enrich private
schools without public accountability. SB 2 will not
improve school choice or provide private schooling
to all; it will work to degrade the Texas public school
system that our government is bound to protect and
that Texas students rely on.

SB 4  Bettencourt, Paul(R)
Meyer, Morgan(R)

Relating to an increase in the amount of the
exemption of residence homesteads from ad
valorem taxation by a school district and the
protection of school districts against certain
losses in local revenue.

General Remarks: Provides additional property tax relief to
homeowners in Texas by increasing the amount of
the general school district residence homestead
property tax exemption from $100,000 to $140,000
while also providing protections for public school
districts against a corresponding loss in revenue. It
is unclear how this will impact future school funding
revenue raised at the local level if passed on the
November 2025 ballot.

SB 10  King, Phil(R)
Noble, Candy(R)

Relating to the display of the Ten
Commandments in public school classrooms.

General Remarks: Adds chapter to the Education Code to require
public elementary and secondary schools to display
a poster or framed copy of the Ten Commandments
in a visible place in each classroom. The Ten
Commandments copy must be at least 16 inches
wide by 20 inches tall and include text large enough
to be visible from anywhere in the classroom.

School districts may, but are not required to, use
public funds to meet bill requirements. Though
school districts with classrooms without a copy of
the Ten Commandments must accept privately
donated copies that meet the size requirements and
do not contain any additional content.

Law directs the attorney general to defend claims
arising from a school’s compliance with the
requirements. The law applies beginning the 2025-
2026 school year.

SB 11  Middleton, Mayes(R)
Spiller, David(R)

Relating to a period of prayer and reading of
the Bible or other religious text in public
schools.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to allow school
districts to adopt policy requiring campuses to
provide students and employees with an opportunity
to participate in a period of prayer and reading of
the Bible or other religious text each school day.

Period of prayer policy must require parents of
students to sign a consent form giving students
permission to participate in the period of prayer and
waiving a person’s right to bring a claim under state
or federal law arising from implementation of the
period of prayer.

Policy must prohibit prayer from being played over a
public address system and specify that the prayer
cannot be substituted for instructional time. Schools
must prohibit periods of prayers from being provided
in the physical presence of students and employees
that do not submit a consent form.

Law directs the attorney general to defend school
districts that receive legal action arising from
implementation of the period of prayer.

School district and charter school boards must take
a record vote on whether to adopt a period of prayer
period by March 1st, 2026.

SB 12  Creighton, Brandon(R)
Leach, Jeff(R)

Relating to parental rights in public education
and to certain public school requirements and
prohibitions regarding instruction and diversity,
equity, and inclusion duties and the loss of
funding.

General Remarks: The "Parental Bill of Rights" attempts to strengthen
parents' rights and control over their child's
education, however there is some collateral damage
as a result of this bill.

The bill requires school districts to account for and
report all its land and facilities and publish the report
on the TEA website.

The bill provides articulated rights of parents to
information regarding the mental, emotional, and
physical health and health related services of
students. A school district employee may not
discourage or prohibit parental knowledge of or
involvement in critical decisions affecting a student's
mental, emotional, or physical health or well being.
Districts must also provide to parents before each
school year a list of health related services offered
to students at their campus.

Districts must also provide detailed policies
regarding the protected information collected for
every student, and school boards must adopt a
grievance policy to address parental grievances
against the district and employees. The grievance
policy must provide a process to appeal and must
enforce non retaliatory actions by employees
against students.

All DEI programs are now prohibited in every
context including hiring and employment decisions;
differential treatment for individuals of a certain
race, color, or ethnicity; and in developing policies,
procedures, trainings , activities, or programs.

DEI programs have proven to provide tangible
benefits for organizations in both the public and
private sectors. These programs provide workforces
with broader perspectives that foster creativity and
innovation in their jobs. DEI initiatives work to
promote shared experiences, provide broader
perspectives, help people understand their
community, and give opportunities to everyone.
Organizations that employ DEI have better retention
and more positive and engaged workplace s. Texas
school districts should have the opportunity to gain
these benefits and provide the highest tier education
to the communities they serve.

Ending district with DEI initiatives will have a chilling
effect on the education of Texas students. Districts
will become reluctant to provide any classroom
instruction that touches upon issues related to race,
gender, diversity, and equity, even though teaching
about these topics has proven to provide positive
changes in students attitudes and values. Inclusive
classrooms provide students with academic benefits
including improved critical thinking skills and higher
overall achievement levels for both majority and
minority group members. Additionally, when
students have positive diversity experiences, their
interest in improving the lives of people in their
communities increases. Students should be
respected and given the ability to learn about all
cultures and histories.

The bill also prohibits student clubs focused on
LGBTQ+ issues. The erasure of LGBTQ history and
perspectives will not increase the rights of parents,
excluding these lessons will hide students from the
true diversity of our world. Teaching LGBTQ history
breaks down barriers and normalizes experiences.
Safe, affirming, and welcoming schools are a core
element of student success, this only happens when
LGBTQ students believe they are accepted and
respected. Texas lawmakers should work to build
strong, inclusive communities, not foster greater
isolation.

SB 13  Paxton, Angela(R)
Buckley, Brad(R)

Relating to a school district's library materials
and catalog, the creation of local school library
advisory councils, and parental rights regarding
public school library catalogs and access.

General Remarks: Amends Education Code to ensure that parents are
entitled to all written records of a school district
concerning their child’s records relating to school
library materials the child obtains from a school
library, schools that use an online learning
management system shall provide parents record
each time their child checks out an item from a
library. The law directs the Texas State Library and
Archives Commission to adopt required standards
that prohibit library material containing indecent
content or profane content, and library material that
refers to an Internet website containing prohibited
content.

SB 13 directs school districts to give parents access
to catalogs of ava ilable library materials and allow
parents to submit a list of materials that their child is
not allowed to access.

Allows districts to establish local school library
advisory councils to assist districts in ensuring local
community values are reflected in district library
catalogs. Councils are appointed by school board
members, and a majority of council members must
be parents of students attending the district who are
not employed by the district. Districts must consider
council recommendations before adding or
removing library materials. The law also requires
school boards to approve all library materials
acquired by district libraries and allow for parental
challenges of library material decisions made by the
school board.

SB 24  Campbell, Donna(R)
Leach, Jeff(R)

Relating to the inclusion of an understanding of
communist regimes and ideologies in the
essential knowledge and skills for the social
studies curriculum for public school students.

General Remarks: Directs the State Board of Education to adopt social
studies curriculum that develops students’
understanding of communist regimes and
ideologies. Curriculum should include the history of
communist movements in the United States,
historical events and atrocities attributable to
communist regimes, a comparative analysis of
communism ideologies and the United States
founding principles, modern communism threats to
the United States, common economic, industrial,
and political events that historically precede
communist revolutions, the evolution of communist
ideologies from broader collective movements, and
first person accounts from victims of communist
regimes.

SB 25  Kolkhorst, Lois(R)
Hull, Lacey(R)

Relating to health and nutrition standards to
promote healthy living.

General Remarks: Amends Education Code to ban school districts
from restricting a student's participation in recess or
physical education curriculum as a penalty for a
student's academic performance or behavior.
Includes charter schools in state physical education
requirements.

SB 25 creates a governor appointed Texas Nutrition
Advisory Committee tasked with examining the
impact of nutrition on human health, examining the
connection between ultra-processed foods and the
prevalence of chronic diseases and health issues,
providing an independent review of scientific studies
analyzing the effects of ultra-processed foods on
human health, providing education of the effects of
ultra-processed foods, and developing dietary and
nutritional guidelines.

Law requires high schools and higher education
institutions to provide an elective class in nutrition
and wellness. Requires health related higher
education institutions to require medical students
and students enrolled in health care related majors
to complete a nutrition curriculum. Includes
continuing education regarding nutrition and
metabolic health as part of medical profession
licensure.

Mandates food companies to include warning labels
on food products that contain certain artificial colors,
additives, and ingredients not recommended for
human consumption by health authorities of
Australia, Canada, the European Union, or United
Kingdom.

SB 57  Zaffirini, Judith(D)
Gonzalez, Mary(D)

Relating to provisions and plans by public
schools to ensure the safety of individuals with
disabilities or impairments during a mandatory
school drill or a disaster or emergency
situation.

General Remarks: Directs TEA commissioner to establish, and for
school districts to comply with, recommendations for
accommodating students with an IEP or 504 plan
during mandatory school drills. Recommendations
should include guidelines for documenting
accommodations and required communications
between campus administrators, staff, and a school
district school safety and security committee.

Requires school district School Safety and Security
Committees to include a special education
administrator and to implement commissioner
recommendations for accommodating students with
an IEP or 504 plan during mandatory school drills.

SB 127  Hall, Bob(R)
Money, Brent (F)(R)

Relating to the offense of failure to report child
abuse or neglect by certain professionals and
the statute of limitations for that offense.

General Remarks: Increases statute of limitations for failure to report
child abuse or neglect to four years for felony
offenses and three years for misdemeanor offenses.

SB 204  Paxton, Angela(R)
Leo-Wilson, Terri(R)

Relating to a handbook on parental rights in
education and training requirements on
parental rights in education for a member of
the board of trustees of a school district.

General Remarks: Amends Education Code to direct the SBOE to
require school board trustees to complete training
on the rights of parents regarding the education of
the parent’s child. Also directs the Texas Education
Agency to develop a handbook explaining parental
education rights, handbook must be written in plain
language, updated annually, and made available on
the agency’s website.

SB 207  Paxton, Angela(R)
Leo-Wilson, Terri(R)

Relating to excused absences from public
school for certain students to attend mental
health care appointments.

General Remarks: Amends Education Code to clarify that mental
health professionals are included as health care
professionals for the purpose of appointments that
excuse student absences. The changes direct
school districts to excuse absences for students
who miss class time to attend mental healthcare
appointments.

SB 226  West, Royce(D)
Bernal, Diego(D)

Relating to establishing residency for children
who are the subject of parental child safety
placement agreements for purposes of
admission into public schools.

General Remarks: Amends Education Code to allow parents or
guardians of children in a parental child safety
placement agreement to establish residency for the
purposes of student enrollment in school. Allows
parents and guardians to provide school districts
with a form indicating that the child is subject to a
parental child safety placement agreement and that
the child’s placement residence is in the district.

SB 260  Huffman, Joan(R)
Bonnen, Greg(R)

Relating to the school safety allotment under
the Foundation School Program.

General Remarks: Increases the safety allotment from $10 to $20
dollars for each student in average daily attendance,
and increases the campus total from $15,000 to
$33, 540.

SB 326  King, Phil(R)
Capriglione, Giovanni(R)

Relating to the procedure for determining
whether a student's violation of a public
school's or public institution of higher
education's student code of conduct was
motivated by antisemitism.

General Remarks: Amends Education Code to instruct school districts,
charter schools, and public institutions of higher
education to use the definition of antisemitism
provided by the Texas Government Code when
considering disciplinary action and determining if
student behavior that violates student code of
conduct was motivated by antisemitism.

The Government Code definition of antisemitism is
as follows: “Antisemitism” means a certain
perception of Jews that may be expressed as hatred
toward Jews. The term includes rhetorical and
physical acts of antisemitism directed toward Jewish
or non-Jewish individuals or their property or toward
Jewish community institutions and religious
facilities. Examples of antisemitism are included
with the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance’s “Working Definition of Antisemitism”
adopted on May 26, 2016.

SB 401  Paxton, Angela(R)
Frank, James(R)

Relating to the participation by non-enrolled
students in University Interscholastic League-
sponsored activities.

General Remarks: Amends Education Code to require school districts
to opt-out, rather than opt-in, to the ability for
homeschool students to participate in UIL
sponsored activities on behalf of the school in the
same manner the school provides opportunity to
participate to enrolled students. If a homeschool
student’s zoned district opts out of letting
homeschool students participate in UIL activities,
the student may participate in UIL activities for the
school district that is geographically closest to the
student’s residence and allows for homeschool
student participation.

SB 412  Middleton, Mayes(R)
Patterson, Jared(R)

Relating to affirmative defenses to prosecution
for certain offenses involving material or
conduct that is obscene or otherwise harmful
to children.

General Remarks: This bill changes the affirmative defenses available
for prosecution concerning certain offenses
involving material that is obscene or harmful to
children. The amendments refine the criteria under
which an affirmative defense can be claimed.

The affirmative defense for prosecution is now
limited to only include bona fide judicial, law
enforcement, or legislative justifications, replacing
the previous broader scope which included
scientific, educational, governmental, and other
similar reasons. This narrows the defenses
available in these cases, making it more stringent.

SB 413  Middleton, Mayes(R)
Buckley, Brad(R)

Relating to the meetings of the boards of
trustees of independent school districts.

General Remarks: Amends Education Code to require the minutes of a
school district board of trustees meeting to include
the vote on any item that is voted on by the board at
the meeting. Requires school boards to post
meeting minutes and adopted resolutions on the
school district’s internet website. Additionally, SB
413 requires school boards to record meetings and
make recordings publicly accessible.

SB 519  Middleton, Mayes(R)
Metcalf, Will(R)

Relating to the creation of a grant program to
promote educational engagement with Texas
history.

General Remarks: Requires the Texas Historical Commission to create
a Texas History Grant Program that rewards grants
to nonprofit entities that host a statewide Texas
history competition for school-aged students and
publish works on Texas history written by students
and faculty members.

SB 546  Menendez, Jose(D)
Craddick, Tom(R)

Relating to seat belts on buses that transport
children.

General Remarks: Amends Transportation Code to simplify school bus
seat belt requirements that allow school districts to
exempt themselves from seat belt requirements if
the district determines that the district’s budget does
not permit equipping of seatbelts on every school
bus, or if a school bus warranty would become void
if they were modified to include seatbelts.

Requires school districts that cannot comply with
seatbelt requirements to report to the Texas
Education Agency the number of buses the district
operates that are not equipped with seat belts,
equipped with two-point seatbelts, or equipped with
three-point seat belts and submit to the agency the
total cost to equip every school district bus with a
three-point seatbelt. Law requires TEA to compile all
seatbelt cost estimates submitted to the agency and
report the total cost to the Governor, Lt. Governor,
and Texas Legislature.

SB 568  Bettencourt, Paul(R)
Buckley, Brad(R)

Relating to special education in public schools,
including funding for special education under
the Foundation School Program.

General Remarks: Amends the Education Code to revise special
education in public schools, including funding for
special education under the foundation school
program.

Establishes that a student who is enrolled in a
special education program may earn the
distinguished level of achievement by successfully
completing all applicable curriculum requirements
with or without modification of the curriculum and
specifies that modification of that curriculum, if
applicable, must be documented in the student's
individualized education program (IEP).

Implementation of Special Education Law

The bill removes and revises provisions requiring
the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to develop, and
modify as necessary, a statewide design, consistent
with federal law, for the delivery of services to
children with disabilities in Texas that includes rules
for the administration and funding of the special
education program so that a free appropriate public
education is available to all of those children
between the ages of 3 and 21 and requiring TEA to
develop and implement a related statewide plan
with specified programmatic content designed to
achieve certain objectives. The system must
maximize student outcomes.

The bill also requires the system to include
elements that are substantially the same as or
similar to the objectives established under current
law and to provide that the system must include the
following: · providing services primarily through
public school districts and shared services
arrangements, supplemented by regional education
service centers; · facilitating interagency
coordination when other state agencies are involved
in the delivery of instructional or related services to
students with disabilities; · ensuring that regional
education service centers throughout the state
maintain a regional support function, which may
include procedures for service centers to assist
districts in identifying existing public or private
educational or related services in each region,
cooperatively developing programs for students with
disabilities, providing to or obtaining for districts
special equipment, delivering services, and
facilitating the placement of students with disabilities
who cannot be appropriately served in their resident
districts; · effectively monitoring and periodically
conducting site visits of all districts to ensure
specific compliance.

Furthermore, the bill requires the training and
technical assistance to ensure the following: · that
appropriately trained personnel are available to
students with disabilities who have significant
behavioral support needs, including by providing
behavioral support training for a paraprofessional or
teacher placed in a classroom or other setting that is
intended to provide specialized behavioral supports
to a student with a disability, as needed or at regular
intervals as provided in the student's IEP; and · that
districts have an opportunity to request technical
assistance from TEA or a regional education service
center in establishing classroom environments
conducive to learning for students with disabilities,
including environments for students whose data
indicate behavior that significantly impedes the
student's own learning and the learning of other
students.

Requires board of trustees of a district or the
governing body of an open-enrollment charter
school, at least once each year, to include during a
public meeting a discussion of the performance of
students receiving special education services at the
district or school. The bill requires TEA by rule to
adopt a set of performance indicators for measuring
and evaluating the quality of learning and
achievement for students receiving special
education services at the district or charter school to
be considered at such a meeting. The bill requires
that the indicators include performance on the
college, career, or military readiness outcomes
described by statutory provisions relating to the
annual bonus based on those outcomes.

The bill revises the conditions under which a student
is eligible to participate in a district's special
education program as follows: · removes the
requirement for TEA to reference contemporary
diagnostic or evaluative terminologies and
techniques in developing specific eligibility criteria
and requires TEA instead to develop such criteria in
accordance with federal law; · with respect to
eligibility for a student who is not more than 21
years of age and has a visual or auditory
impairment that prevents the student from being
adequately or safely educated in public school
without the provision of special services: replaces
the reference to a student with an auditory
impairment with a reference to a student who is deaf
or hard of hearing or is deaf-blind; and clarifies that
the students are eligible from birth through 21 years
of age; · makes a student from three through nine
years of age eligible for the program if the student is
experiencing developmental delays, as described by
IDEA and defined by commissioner of education
rule; and · replaces a specific list of disabilities
qualifying a student who is at least 3 but not more
than 21 years of age for the program if the disability
prevents the student from being adequately or
safely educ ated in public school without the
provision of special services with a reference to the
disabilities described in a provision of IDEA defining
"child with a disability" and clarifies that the
specified age bracket applies to students from 3
years of age through 21 years of age.

The bill authorizes the commissioner, from federal
money appropriated or otherwise available for the
purpose, to develop or procure TEA's model form
for use in developing an IEP in a digital format and
requires the commissioner, if applicable, to adopt
rules regarding district use of the form in that digital
format.

SB 569  Bettencourt, Paul(R)
Bell, Keith(R)

Relating to the provision of virtual education in
public schools and to certain waivers and
modifications by the commissioner of education
to the method of calculating daily average
attendance.

General Remarks: Expands Chapter 30B, to include a full-time hybrid
and virtual campuses for public educational settings,
and sets guidelines to ensure the delivery of
curriculum using technology.

It replaces Chapter 30A (state virtual school
network), providing local control for schools to
provide virtual courses. This shift will increase
student engagement and access to digital learning
opportunities by requiring districts to inform families
about the availability.

TSTA opposed SB 569 because of our opposition to
full-time virtual schools except in rare and temporary
circumstances, such as extended absences due to
medical conditions or emergency declarations. We
believe that extending the full-time option without
erecting considerable guardrails is a path to
increased privatization of the public school system,
is not in the best interest of students, and is not
equitable. There is an important place for the
responsible use of technology in the classroom, but
technology should not be the classroom.

Full-time virtual is not equitable, data show that
economically disadvantaged students are less
successful in remote settings, and students with
special needs require in-person services that cannot
be met in virtual environments. The small minority of
students who were successful in remote settings
were those with access to parental supports and
supplemental enrichment activities. This is
homeschooling, not public school. Students with
mental or behavioral health challenges may be
more inclined to choose remote learning. These
students need additional in-school and wrap-around
assistance to best support their academic and
mental well-being, not less.

Full-time virtual is a path to privatization. Texas
already inefficiently funds two parallel school
systems. SB 569 would add a third system that
would serve only to funnel tax dollars straight into
the pockets of unscrupulous private vendors. Full-
time virtual would play out as a district-level voucher
system whereby districts would contract with virtual
vendors to implement remote learning programs.
Charter schools, with marketing budgets that far
exceed districts’, will apply for expansion
amendments and market to students statewide. SB
569 opens the door to long term virtual education
that will cost the state money and have negative
implications on student outcomes.

SB 569 allows school districts and charter schools
to contract with private vendors to provide
educational services for their whole campus and
grants sole authority to the TEA Commissioner to
determine whether third-party private entities are
eligible to provide educational services. The bill
provides no clarity as to how these vendors would
be evaluated. Without strong guardrails that ensure
that vendors are providing quality student
instruction, the virtual schooling program will mainly
serve as a vendor handout at the detriment of Texas
students.

SB 569 fails to offer students a well-rounded
educational experience as the bill provides no clarity
as to how students would receive instruction for
required enrichment curriculum such as fine arts
and physical education or career and technology
education pathways. Additionally, the full-time virtual
offering is particularly harmful to special education
students who would not receive the necessary
support they would receive on a school campus.
The best instruction is offered in the classroom, and
lawmakers show avoid expanding a virtual program
that does not provide an effective, enriching, and
supportive learning experience for Texas students.

SB 571  Bettencourt, Paul(R)
Leach, Jeff(R)

Relating to the eligibility of certain contract
employees to provide services to a public
school and access to the registry of persons
who are not eligible for employment at public
schools.

General Remarks: Attempts to strengthen mandatory misconduct
reporting requirements by providing for notification
to the state at the onset of knowledge of allegation
of direct harm to a student so that the state can
investigate from the beginning, rather than solely
deferring to local investigation, and establishes
requirements for the referral of allegations of
misconduct to an appropriate law enforcement
agency that is not a school district police
department.

SB 667  Hughes, Bryan(R)
Barry, Jeffrey (F)(R)

Relating to prohibiting state retirement
systems from investing in certain Chinese-
affiliated entities.

General Remarks: Bill is intended to protect the financial integrity of
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General Remarks: Bill is intended to protect the financial integrity of
Texas' investments while addressing pressing
national security concerns by prohibiting certain
state governmental entities from investing in certain
Chinese affiliated entities. This bill applies to the
Teacher Retirement System.

SB 826  Parker, Tan(R)
Little, Mitch (F)(R)

Relating to the operation of a motor vehicle in
a school crossing zone while intoxicated.

General Remarks: Makes it a state jail felony to be intoxicated and
operating a motor vehicle in a school crossing zone
while the speed limit is reduced.

SB 843  Kolkhorst, Lois(R)
Buckley, Brad(R)

Relating to a Texas Education Agency database
of school district bonds, taxes, and bond-
related projects.

General Remarks: Requires TEA to develop and maintain a database
to include current information regarding school
districts or charter schools, and bonds, taxes, and
bond related projects.

SB 865  Alvarado, Carol(D)
Leach, Jeff(R)

Relating to instruction in cardiopulmonary
resuscitation and the use of automated
external defibrillators for school district, private
school, and open-enrollment charter school
employees and volunteers.

General Remarks: Adds cardiopulmonary resuscitation training in
addition to the automated external defibrillator
instruction to required personnel training for certain
employees in public schools and charters.

SB 870  Birdwell, Brian(R)
Slawson, Shelby(R)

Relating to the open carrying of a handgun by
a uniformed school marshal.

General Remarks: This bill specifies regulations surrounding the open
and concealed carrying of handguns by uniformed
school marshals in Texas schools. It amends
Sections of the Education Code to allow appointed
school marshals the authority to carry a handgun
openly while in uniform, alongside the existing
option to carry concealed.

The bill mandates that any written regulations
established by the board of trustees or governing
body must specify that school marshals can carry a
concealed handgun or openly carry while in a
uniform. Furthermore, these regulations must
outline that handguns may only be kept in secured
locations and be loaded with frangible duty
ammunition, reaffirming long-standing safety
protocols for ammunition used by school marshals.

SB 920  Sparks, Kevin(R)
Howard, Donna(D)

Relating to the administration of medication by
open-enrollment charter schools, private
schools, and school employees.

General Remarks: Allows for administration of certain nonprescription
medication to a student without further authorization
or written protocol from student's health care
provider if certain circumstances exist.

SB 965  Parker, Tan(R)
Leach, Jeff(R)

Relating to the right of a public school
employee to engage in religious speech or
prayer while on duty.

General Remarks: Adds a provision to the Texas Education Code
granting the right of an employee to engage in
religious speech or prayer while on duty unless
prohibition is necessary to further a compelling state
interest, and is narrowly tailored using the least
restrictive means to achieve the compelling state
interest.

SB 974  Eckhardt, Sarah(D)
Turner, Chris(D)

Relating to the eligibility of a person employed
by a school district as a teacher to serve on the
appraisal review board of an appraisal district.

General Remarks: Creates an offense for a member of a school board
or an employee to communicate with a member of
an appraisal review board with the intent to
influence a decision.

Also, allows a teacher to serve on the appraisal
review board.

SB 991  Bettencourt, Paul(R)
Gonzalez, Mary(D)

Relating to the inclusion of chronically absent
students and truant students as students at
risk of dropping out of school and the collection
and reporting of data regarding those students.

General Remarks: Expands definition of student at risk of dropping out
to also include a chronically absent student or a
student who fails to attend school without excuse for
10 or more days or parts of days within a six month
period in the same school year.

Also, defines a chronically absent student as a
student absent more than 10% of the required
operation and instructional time within a school year
or an enrollment period that exceeds 30
instructional days.

Finally, the bill requires TEA to annually aggregate
at the campus and district levels and make public
the data on truancy collected for both truancy and
student chronic absenteeism.

SB 1049  King, Phil(R)
Frank, James(R)

Relating to excused absences from public
school for the purpose of attending a related
time course.

General Remarks: Allows for an excused absence to attend a "release
time course" which means a course in religious
instruction offered by a private entity for at least one
but not more than five hours per week.

SB 1177  Alvarado, Carol(D)
Leach, Jeff(R)

Relating to fire safety inspections at public and
private schools.

General Remarks: Ensure that schools are adequately prepared for
emergency situations where timely medical
intervention is needed by providing for regular
checks on the functionality of AEDs, and by
requiring minimum curriculum in training on
conducting fire safety inspections at a public or
private school in accordance with state law.

SB 1191  Creighton, Brandon(R)
Harris Davila, Caroline(R)

Relating to the development of a standard
method of computing a student's high school
grade point average.

General Remarks: This bill now mandates the commissioner of
education to develop a standard method of
computing a student's high school grade point
average. Many school districts provide additional
weight for advanced placement courses but assign
different values to international baccalaureate and
dual credit courses, potentially disadvantaging
students who choose these academic pathways by
impacting class rankings, college admissions, and
scholarship eligibility.

This bill addresses this issue by requiring the
standard method to provide for an equal amount of
additional weight to be given to an advanced
placement course, an international baccalaureate
course, an OnRamps dual enrollment course, and a
dual credit course.

SB 1207  King, Phil(R)
Leo-Wilson, Terri(R)

Relating to instruction on adoption in the
parenting and paternity awareness program in
public schools.

General Remarks: Adds information related to adoption to the
parenting and paternity awareness program that a
public school district is already required to use in its
high school health curriculum.

SB 1316  Cook, Molly (F)(D)
Cunningham, Charles(R)

Relating to a prohibition on e-cigarette
advertising in certain locations.

General Remarks: This bill introduces stringent regulations regarding
the advertising of e-cigarettes in Texas by placing
them under the same restrictions that apply to
traditional cigarettes and tobacco products. The
heading of Subchapter K in Chapter 161 of the
Health and Safety Code now clarifies the prohibition
on cigarette, e-cigarette, and tobacco product
advertising.

The bill defines an "e-cigarette" consistent with
Section 161.081 and extends the existing law to
prohibit advertisements for e-cigarettes located
within 1,000 feet of churches and schools. The
method for assessing distance from these
institutions is clearly outlined, determining distance
from the nearest property line to the closest point on
the street or highway.

Additionally, the bill includes a grandfather clause,
ensuring that any sign advertising cigarettes, e-
cigarettes, or tobacco products that was established
before September 1, 1997, and complies with
specified distance requirements is exempt from the
new restrictions.

SB 1490  Bettencourt, Paul(R)
Gerdes, Stan(R)

Relating to adult high school charter program
funding.

General Remarks: Amends Education Code by raising attendance
thresholds used to determine the average daily
attendance of an adult high school charter program
for attendance-based funding determinations,
allowing for increased funding of adult charter
programs. Changes correct previous legislative
omission that left out a funding tier which has led to
a funding shortfall for adult charter schools.

SB 1502  Bettencourt, Paul(R)
Troxclair, Ellen(R)

Relating to the authority of the governing body
of a school district to adopt an advalorem tax
rate that exceeds the district's voter-approval
tax rate.

General Remarks: This bill establishes a significant restriction and
hinderance on the ability of school districts in Texas
to impose ad valorem tax rates that exceed the
established voter-approval tax rate.

Under the newly added Subsection (e-1) of Section
26.042 of the Tax Code, a governing body of a
school district is barred from setting a higher tax
rate in any tax year where three specific conditions
are met: if they have set a rate beyond the voter-
approval limit in the past, if a subsequent election
was held to approve that rate, and if that proposition
was ultimately rejected by the voters.

This means that once a school district attempts to
impose a tax rate beyond voter approval and faces
unsuccessful attempts to validate it through
elections, they are precluded from repeating the
attempt in the same tax year.

SB 1619  Zaffirini, Judith(D)
Cortez, Philip(D)

Relating to the use of an epinephrine delivery
device by certain entities.

General Remarks: This bill expands and clarifies regulations
surrounding the maintenance and administration of
epinephrine delivery devices in Texas, ensuring that
educational institutions and various entities are
prepared to handle cases of anaphylaxis effectively.
It amends multiple sections of the Education Code,
Health and Safety Code, and others, replacing the
term auto-injectors with the broader term
epinephrine delivery devices.

The bill specifies definitions, establishing
epinephrine delivery device to include both auto-
injectors and nasal sprays. It requires that all school
districts and other educational entities develop and
implement policies for the maintenance,
administration, and disposal of these devices.

Training for school and institutional personnel is
mandated, ensuring individuals are equipped to
recognize anaphylaxis symptoms and administer
epinephrine correctly. It includes a requirement for
entities to report the administration of devices to the
appropriate authorities within a specified timeframe.

By granting immunity to personnel authorized to
administer these devices, the bill aims to encourage
preparedness and response to anaphyl actic
emergencies without fear of legal repercussions.
Overall, the revisions aim to enhance public health
safety in Texas across numerous settings where
individuals may encounter such medical
emergencies.

SB 1952  Paxton, Angela(R)
Hull, Lacey(R)

Relating to the administration and operation of
the school health and related services
program.

General Remarks: Ensures that Texas schools properly apply for and
receive Medicaid reimbursement for school-based
health services by establishing the Health and
Human Services Commission as the sole state
agency responsible for administering school health
and related services (SHARS) program which is a
federally funded program.

It is unclear how the federal cuts will impact
Medicaid reimbursement to participating local
education agencies, including public school districts
and open-enrollment charter schools, and that
delivers direct medical services to Medicaid-eligible
special education students in the school
environment as specified in each student's
individualized education program.

SB 2185  Hinojosa, Adam (F)(R)
Dutton, Harold(D)

Relating to the bilingual education allotment
under the public school finance system.

General Remarks: Provides for additional funding for bilingual
education even when bilingual education teachers
do not have the appropriate certification, by
authorizing public school districts to receive the
additional bilingual education allotment if the
districts offer Texas Education Agency-approved
alternative language education methods for meeting
the needs of their emergent bilingual students.

SB 2398  Campbell, Donna(R)
Cunningham, Charles(R)

Relating to certain accommodations for public
school students diagnosed with a concussion or
other brain injury.

General Remarks: Requires the Texas Education Agency to create a
list of nonmedical academic accommodations that
may be provided to a student diagnosed with a
concussion or other brain injury and to allow for
public school districts to opt in to providing those
accommodations.

Once a district opts in, the district must comply with
the provisions of the bill in providing the developed
form for use in the accommodation process, notice,
etc.

SB 2929  Creighton, Brandon(R)
Louderback, AJ (F)(R)

Relating to the removal of a spectator of a
certain school extracurricular athletic activities
or competitions.

General Remarks: Amends Education Code to clarify that a verbal
warning and persistent inappropriate behavior is not
required for a referee, judge, or official of a UIL
sponsored event or extracurricular activity to eject a
spectator from a competition or extracurricular
activity.

Bill allows officials to eject spectators that are highly
disruptive from events after just one offense.

SB 2986  Campbell, Donna(R)
Leach, Jeff(R)

Relating to the protection from adverse action
against public schools and institutions of higher
education for permitting religious organization
use of facilities.

General Remarks: The bill protects schools and institutions from
liability by authorizing a public school district, open-
enrollment charter school, or public institution of
higher education to allow use of its facilities by a
religious organization under certain conditions.

The authorized uses are to host religious worship,
services, sermons, or assemblies if the use does
not interfere with primary educational mission; the
fair market rental value is reimbursed for utilities,
security and other costs; the organization assumes
liability; the same rental terms apply to all; and any
additional requirements. Certain instances of
interference are also articulated in the new law such
as activity occurs during regular school hours;
signage is on property during school hours; or
promotion of the event on the academic calendar.

SJR 2  Bettencourt, Paul(R)
Meyer, Morgan(R)

Proposing a constitutional amendment to
increase the amount of the exemption of
residence homesteads from ad valorem
taxation by a school district.

General Remarks: The Texas Legislature has provided for increases in
the amount of the general school district residence
homestead property tax exemption, which have
been approved by the voters, increasing the
exemption amount from $15,000 in 2015 to the
current amount of $100,000. Increasing the amount
of this exemption even more would lower property
taxes for millions of homeowners across the state if
approved by the voters in November, however, it is
unclear how this reduction will impact school
funding in future years.

A "yes" will provide additional property tax relief to
homeowners in Texas by increasing the amount of
the general school district residence homestead
property tax exemption from $100,000 to $140,000.

A "no" will keep the exemption at its current rate of
$100,000.

SJR 34  Hughes, Bryan(R)
Frank, James(R)

Proposing a constitutional amendment
protecting the right of parents to raise their
children.

General Remarks: The Texas Parental Rights Amendment is on the
ballot in Texas as a legislatively referred
constitutional amendment on November 4, 2025.

A "yes" vote supports amending the Texas
Constitution to provide that parents have the right
"to exercise care, custody, and control of the
parent’s child, including the right to make decisions
concerning the child’s upbringing" and the
responsibility "to nurture and protect the parent's
child."

A "no" vote opposes amending the Texas
Constitution to provide that parents have the right
"to exercise care, custody, and control of the
parent’s child, including the right to make decisions
concerning the child’s upbringing" and the
responsibility "to nurture and protect the parent's
child."
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